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nﬁm of the bridge is approximately £215,000. The old
t £130,376. Two years have been spent in building
'f_!;_n’fidge, compared with six years in erecting the old

R ol |

I'. A N e L.m
new

T

K i il
i

‘_w- railway bridge over the Murray, for which there

ml. years, is an accomplished

outh of the old structure at Murray Bridge there
:'i‘atrenm a steel bridge 1.900 feet long, capable of
g the heaviest rolling stock the Railways Department
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The opening ceremony was performed by the Hon. J. Gunn

semier) ‘today in the presence
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Parliament, railway officials,
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wrtion of the old bridge which |
+ the i imed Burdett swamp on |
astern side of the river rest, have
Stea sinking, and have caused no |
W troubl The Railwayx Depart- |
had been compelled to maintain a |
watch over the deiective section to |

it stable for the increasingly heavy |
which crossed it.
h the opening up of the mallee

ry cagt of the Murray it was appa-|
thal & paw structure must be
wl. A defibite decision was delayed
to uncertminty  whether Mureay
# 'or Taillem Bend would eventually
axen by the Railways Department as
. eapatal” of the Murray for its pur

antually i# was  decided that the
am erd should be main-
' at the fisstnamod town, and plaus
{'_H.-- coustruection of the new bridee
 accordingly drawn. :
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D?rtmen_ t, whieh, since the ap-
dment of Mr. W. A, Webb as Chief
Payd Commissioner, hag made many
e wteps forward., ‘Traffic to the

o - States, the South-East, snd the

Jands will be expedited, Train

' over the old bridge bad to be limi-
“and betweesn Murray Bridge and
y m ‘the heavy gradientsa more
1| once groved too steep for the cloes

iging teed to haul traine.  The size
|| 12 engine wax an important conside-
{18 0 to raibway ofhcials.

lpavier trains which ¢ will

¢ the hamsdling of traffic, and enable
departmént to lift the Murray lanis
Jewt  In more . quickly than has
€0; B tho, case.

LIKE HUGE MECCANO TOY

s worth sethy of note that the bridge was
Signed by and built under the supers
on of Mr. R. H. Chapman (Chief Eo-
per' for Rallways), who 4 a South Aus-
fan. @ win fabricated in a
: rallanp steclyard.

ot the Adsiris Uotverdty: He
yman, af the elnide v A

brilliant echolastic career.  Since
pointment s Chief Engineer he
ample evidence of his | %P'

atlainments,
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ﬁg;.‘.? an_important structure
rkable achievement for & young
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Hteel ot The
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1 on the bank nfht.hn

in th
e &
he work of assembling
Mted of metting the unite
onerete piers, and rivet-
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ﬁ-ﬂugn' cylinders on which [
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completion  of the new strocturc |
4 _an itaportant mh‘{nm by the Rail-

oee difficulties will now disappear, and | pested many thousands of times.

1 in & manner befitting the dignit

| {ieners

of a large party of members
and townspeople of Murray

Hundreds  of difforent patterns  were
thus made from the plans, and then on
the ground floor of the shop men placed
zind  patterns on sheet steel  and
chalked them in. With fteel-pointed
topls the outline was seribed into  the
sheet and a punch mark made in the
exnct centre of each rivet hole. The
stee] sheet was handled over to the power
shears by a travelling electric orane. and

the metal snipped to the desired nhnr.-r:.l

much the same as cardboard might be cut
by scissors. Then the ghapea went on to

the drills to be pierced with rivet holes. |

X ‘l}nf ordinary steclwork such as ship-
biiding rivet holes are punched out of
the metal like sconea fromi idough, by
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every rivet hole in the structure must be
imdividus!ly drilled.
Oeliorns twelve radinl drills were utilised,

Somse idea of the pumber of holes re-
aunitel to be drilled can be gathered irom
t s
‘the large truee xpan alone,

In the erecting &linp the sarious con-
stituent parts were braught togegher and
the bridge began to assume shape, Cranes
swung e heavier steel piecer nto pos
tiogy . Then the paneumatie rivetting md-
¢hinem started their work. A red hot
vivet woi placed in the hole intended for
it. and with the clatter of a maxim gun

the riveiter battercd the rivet end into
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machines, but bridge twilding i'!ﬂ“ﬂl'
L tor suc’y acclrncy ‘on acconnt ot the loads
be corried and stresses porne, .that |

For thit purposo at |

inct that 114,000 rivets werce put nt,

dome that held the two joined pieces of

steel ns in o vice. This process wax re-

The elghteen approach spans are each

ders 70 feet long and 7 ft. high. Kach
span weighs 38 tons.
were railed from Osborne to the bridge

Kits.

ft. spans approximately 208 tons cach.

Murray Bridge by rail,
MURRAY BRIDGE CELEBRATES

official o
| people of Murray
such an ‘mportant oce
vailed upon the Government to mark

wecond Jurgest eountry towh in

Today the river town wis
and mi;lnrih
ienie ot the
fmin which pmimﬂl
mOrning Carried _
ciank and tailway oﬂiulnh_ Lo
town.

Thope who left Adelaide on the s
train this morning weie the
Premior), Mossrs, W. A,

ways Commissioner),

flwnys  Commissioner), A,
lﬂi_l'li Treafie  Mandger),

historio event.
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G
Hoperintendent of
on (Chief Mechanical |
o (Chief Bogineer for Ra
Watson (8o bl
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Nearly
. g8 be PoR- | 160 tans of rivets were nged in the bridge,
to use on the southern line will ex- | _
formed of two huge fabricated steel gir

The great girders

All the fabricated materinl ns Jt wWos .
completed At Oshorne was sent forward 1o

s
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The weight of the large 214 {t. span 1w
| about 317 tons, and that of the two 153

1¢ was not at first intended to have an
pening ceremony, but the towns-|
Bridge considersd it
aslon that they pl‘f‘i
of the
e State,
gaily decked,
for miles round made a hoge
The wpecinl
ed from Adelaide this
a large party of politi
river
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