
The	  announcement	  of	  the	  marriage	  of	  Greta	  Towner	  and	  
Doctor	  Harold	  Maloney	  on	  April	  18th	  1924,	  San	  Francisco,	  
California,	  U.S.A.	  	  (Source:	  The	  Brisbane	  Courier	  23	  June	  1924)	  

Discovering	  Greta	  –	  Marriage	  and	  the	  USA	  
	  
After	  returning	  from	  the	  First	  World	  War,	  Sister	  Greta	  Towner	  nursed	  in	  Australia,	  studied	  pharmacy	  
for	  a	  year	  at	  the	  University	  of	  Sydney	  and	  then	  moved	  to	  the	  United	  States	  of	  America.	  	  These	  
objects	  tell	  something	  of	  her	  life	  in	  the	  USA.	  	  
	  
1924	  Greta’s	  marries	  Doctor	  Harold	  Edwin	  Reginald	  Pascoe,	  on	  Saturday,	  April	  16th,	  1924.	  
San	  	  	  Francisco,	  California,	  U.S.A.	  
'Family	  Notices.’	  The	  Brisbane	  Courier	  (Qld.:	  1864	  -‐	  1933),	  23	  June	  1924,	  p.	  4,	  viewed	  22	  August	  
2015,	  http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-‐article20739659	  	  

 
Article Text Reproduced 
MARRIAGES. 
PASCOE-TOWNER.-Mr. and Mrs. E. T. 
Towner, of Queensland, Australia, announce' the 
marriage of their daughter, Greta Norman, to Doctor 
Harold Edwin Reginald Pascoe, on Saturday, April 16th, 
1924. San   Francisco, California, U.S.A. 
	  

 
	  
	  

Announcement	  of	  Greta	  Towner’s	  marriage	  to	  Harry	  Maloney	  
Source:	  Nevada	  State	  Journal	  (Reno,	  Nevada)	  
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Comment	  	  
In	  1921,	  the	  Rockhampton	  Morning	  Bulletin	  reported	  Miss	  G.N	  Towner	  was	  moving	  to	  Colorado,	  
USA.	  	  In	  1924,	  the	  Brisbane	  Courier	  sees	  her	  marrying	  Harold	  Pascoe,	  who	  was	  dentist	  in	  San	  
Francisco.	  	  Research	  by	  Margaret	  Doherty	  shows	  the	  marriage	  does	  not	  last.	  	  	  

The	  article	  from	  Reno,	  California	  sees	  her	  marrying	  in	  1945,	  Harry	  Maloney,	  a	  university	  coach	  from	  
Stanford	  University.	  	  Greta	  Towner	  is	  now	  in	  her	  mid-‐50s	  and	  her	  new	  husband	  is	  12	  years	  her	  
senior.	  	  	  	  

The	  border	  crossing	  record	  tells	  us	  something	  of	  both	  Harry	  and	  Greta,	  it	  shows	  them	  arriving	  in	  
Canada	  on	  a	  ship	  from	  Australia	  in	  1946,	  indicating	  a	  visit	  home	  by	  Greta	  after	  the	  marriage.	  	  Closer	  
inspection	  shows	  that	  both	  Harry	  and	  Greta	  became	  naturalised	  citizens	  of	  the	  United	  States	  of	  
America	  –	  Greta	  on	  January	  22nd	  1925	  (one	  year	  after	  her	  marriage	  to	  Harold	  Pascoe)	  and	  Harry	  
Maloney	  on	  6th	  January	  1910.	  	  	  

Greta’s	  name	  is	  recorded	  as	  “Greta	  Towner	  Maloney”	  –	  she	  has	  kept	  her	  identity	  in	  some	  way	  whilst	  
taking	  on	  the	  convention	  of	  the	  day	  of	  using	  a	  husband’s	  surname.	  	  	  	  

Where	  and	  what	  was	  Greta	  doing	  from	  1924	  to	  1945?	  	  Initial	  searches	  through	  Ancestry.com	  Voter	  
Registration	  records	  show	  Greta	  Towner	  listing	  her	  occupation	  as	  nurse	  in	  1930,	  1940	  and	  1944	  she	  
is	  listed	  as	  being	  employed	  at	  the	  US	  Veterans	  Hospital,	  Livermore,	  as	  nurse.	  	  San	  Francisco	  
Directories	  show	  her	  listed	  as	  Greta	  N	  Towner,	  with	  a	  1933	  edition	  recording	  her	  as	  “Towner	  Greta	  N	  
nurse	  Vets	  Admn	  Facility”.	  

Greta	  reverting	   to	  her	   family	  name	  after	  her	  marriage	  to	  Harold	  Pascoe	   indicates	  a	  woman	  with	  a	  
sense	  of	  identity.	  The	  1930	  voter	  registration	  sees	  her	  as	  Greta	  Towner,	  so	  her	  marriage	  must	  have	  
ended	  by	  then.	  	  It	  would	  appear	  that	  Greta	  Towner	  had	  the	  means	  to	  support	  herself	  and	  create	  a	  
new	  life	  as	  a	  single	  woman,	  far	  from	  her	  home	  town	  of	  Blackall	  in	  Central	  Western	  Queensland.	  	  For	  
a	  nurse	  who	  started	  her	  career	  at	  the	  Rockhampton	  Children’s	  hospital,	  her	  chosen	  career	  working	  
with	  veterans	   in	  the	  USA	  is	   interesting,	  her	  war	  experiences	  must	  have	   instilled	  a	  deep	  connection	  
with	  caring	  for	  servicemen.	  	  Just	  as	  service	  in	  the	  war	  changed	  some	  men,	  it	  appears	  in	  Greta’s	  case	  
it	   changed	   her,	   setting	   her	   life	   on	   a	   different	   path	   –	   especially	   to	   those	   of	   her	   siblings,	   who	   all	  
remained	  in	  Australia.	  	  



	   	  



	  

	   	  



	  



	  



	  


