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PORT LINCOLN POISONING GASE.
EILEEN JOHNCOCK DECLARED INSANE.

ORDERED INTQ CUSTODY.

After medical evidence had been called in the Criminal Cewert on Thorsday,
Eileen Maud Johncock, who had been committed for trial for the merder of
a child al Port Lincoln, on May 3i. was declarcd by the jurors io be

insane, and was erdered

Fiteen Mand Johwenck (23], 2 eingle
woman, formerly of Port Lineolu, wae
ammaigned beiope AMr, Jostice  Iiehards
and jurors, im e Criminel Court oo
Thorsday, on a charge of baving at Port
Lingoln on May 31 murdered Lorna Fay
Tyrrell, ared 1 year and 11 mosths,

Mr. B, K. Chamberlain, who prosecuted
for the Crown, said be had reasoa
tn believe that the aecused was mol in =2
mental condition to understand the nstuse
of the cbarge, 1o insttuet ecounse] Lo chal-
lemge jurore, or 1o understand the nature
of the evidence.

The Pablic Snl:.: tor (Alr. C, A, EﬂnﬂﬂrL
who appeared for the accueed, said b
eired a jury to be ﬂﬂtmﬂ-ﬂﬂ!ﬂ 10 mqm
into the eapity of the prisener.

His Hopor ordered that a jury ehou'd

be sworn in to decide whether the nerused | Downey

was of gvand mind and capible of uoder-
'm!mil the details of the tria.
ary ealled Dr. Michasel Heory
Ei' ihe sopermtendent of the Park-
swle Remtal an!.u.l who said that i
btiad examimed arcosed gt the Adelaide
Gaol on Jaly 6 u.d July 31, remaading
ber wental condition.
ﬁhr““mﬂ'““m e o
e ining or Or
not she was able to understand the natore
of the charge of morder In order o make
a proper defence?—Y¥es. in my opimion
che was not able 1o undemstand the natore
of the charge. She a rudimentary
Imn'lrledge of the meaning of murder, hut
pot  undesstand  the d:lﬂ’z;renu- e
tmna&a:neotmueaertnd; thh!zeui
tar, and cannpol
uﬂm- of these things from wlm ight
be bomiride.

ummud” the diff befween
LT i uial

e
humimd"q dltudwht.aptm:mrm]ﬂ
wha, whm protecting

e ze
In my opinion she does mnot

principle.  When ques-
tioned gie knew pothing of 1_L|.r.- meanine,
the composition, or the functions of
jury, 1 LS]‘.I--MI‘I(‘d the visht of an accused
Person 1o challenge a jurer to whoem she
m.gtu. eljeet, but 1 am satisfied thut she

- pot kpow what 1 meant,

n anewer Lo furlher questlons by A
Sandety, . Downey said although the
actnsed  might be able to follow and
anderstand  separate  details of  evi-
denpe wolld  wok b able
to place these detsils in their proper s=
fuence, por would ehe be able to draw
copclusions from cetails ar faets.  aither
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fuence, pop wuid ehe be able 0 draw
conclusiong from cetails at fm.-ts, wither
faveruble of wofaveralle - herself, and

would mo: be ghle 1~rnpcr1r 10 instruct
counse] for her deience. mother of
Lthe aecusod had been admitted to  the
Parksid: Mental Hospital in 1899, when
ghe Was 20 fears of age. In 1901 ghe
was discharged, but wae resdmitted in
W7, During the interval betwesn 1001
and FH she un . and the accused was
a cbild of ':Im maitiaze. The mother
was 503 in the Mentsl Hospital and was
chronically insane, The aecused’s mother
had & #izter who wa® insane, and woas a
patient at PPackside

In amswer to his Honor, Dr. Downes |
said that the insanily of the mother
de-| would be a predisposing course of insamity
:El:ﬂr End of mental disorder in t.l:a|

i

In respomse to Mr, Chamberlain, Dr.|
gaid it did not appear to |
hm that the aceueed had any reil appre-
ciation of the seriousness of a charpe of
murder. She had Lold li‘m !.hﬂ sha real-|
ieed the charge apainst her was serjous, |
bocanse “:her tried to blame me for it |
and I feel it.” For the firet few dum
of her stay at the Adslaide 1 the ae-
ctsed was depressed, and informed the
witness that the reason for her -iepmmqm
;‘u her fa-;r that i};; was m!wim be|
ung straicht awaw a peryon
not the gificial bangman, |
Asked individoaliy by This
whether they were 62 that the 1...
ensed wae insane, all the jurors :m‘wgru!
in the affirmative

His Honor thep ordered that the accused
sliould he ln!-p' in strict custoody Im:l1|
the Governor’s pleasmire was Imown.
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