
LONDON IN PEACE TIME AND WAR.

r Miss II. lVlontefiore \\ras so kind as to send this contribu-
tion to the Nsws Ln'rrnn last I'ebruary.

In !937 London was looking quite its best, for trade had
boomed, shop .windon s \\,er,e dec.orbted n'ith taste, the streets
'!!"ere filled with smart crou'ds seeking pleasure and profit, the
pretty old custom of I'indorv boxes had been r.evived :rnd gay
sczrrk:t geraniums, yellor- and brorvn spotted <:alceolariasn
merrguerites and lobelias gave a splersh of colorrr. to the old
grey houses. The parks \yere full of ros.y-clrcelicrl lr:rbies in
their carriages, lith their nannies, and t,lro olrlcr r.lrilrh.en ran
along the paths trundling hoops ernrl lrllvirrg lr:rll. flhc year
1938 trrought ru[rours of \\.4,r, arrd u'i1,lr tlrrr Sr'lrl,crnlrcr crisis
people gre\v graver etnd becalre r:arrliolls, (.ltrl;irililrg lrou' 1,his
trifling experrditrlre, no\\'thlt; slro;rs irrrtl s{r.ctrls:rr.<t urnlrtier.
the shadou'of rvar is over: ull. lirrt irr ll)iit) \\'lrt'n llrrr slridowl
llecame au ominous Ir'rnnlitrnstcirr, u'lr:rI :r r.lrurgctl liolldon
u'as'with us. Scatlcel.y:r l)iur('o1'glirss irr:rrr.y lrorrsrr or lll<lcli
of flats lvltich wfls tro1, <'r'osstrrl :nrrl rrl crosscrl lrt' rr:rrr.o\y strips
of llrorvn piqXl', sotttc ;rrrl on croolicrlll'. sonrc u'illr cl:tllrlrate
lratternsl lltcstr rr'(l lo l)r'(,\'(,n1, llrc sllrllcl'ilrg ol' gllrss fr.orn
tlte r'ellerr:ussiorr ol' :rrrli lrir.r.r'irl'l grrrrs.

All lnrilrlirrgs rrrrrl slro;rs ol' :ur.\' irnlror'1,rrnce ar.e sand-
baggtr<l it.rrrl llo:rrrlcrl irr. 'l'lrc u'r,ll-lciorvrr statue of rtrros but
latel.y restort'rl lo I'ir'<'rrrlill.y'is.ius1, ir l))'r'arnid of sandbags.
Ilver'.yrvhct't, \'c.llo\r' rrotir.trs u'il.h b'la.cli lettering to ,,Air Raid
Shelter'", :rs u'cll rs irnrrrrneri.rlrlc n'hite boarcls with red
lettering t,o "1,'irsl ,\irl l'ost!', "(ias Olearini4 Station,t, ,,A.R.P.
\\r:,lrrlerrs' l'osl,", "Sl r.c1,<.lrcr.-lteat.erst', irnd such like gloomy
u'arnings. 'l'lre lrrrs.y Ir:r1r1ly little suburb of Notting rlill,
where curiorrs :rrrlirlrrc sholls, quaint one-man shops, which
Itan'e alwit.ys lrtxrrr rrrosl :rlluring, are no\v ernpty, and instead
of looking c:ruerlv 1'or. soure treasure, only ernpty shops meet
your' gaze. 'l'lle orrly sholls to lte kcpt open :rr.e those for the
actua,l necessitics o1. life.

Wren on Scptember l3rd, 1g3g, at 11 ?.ffi., Mr.
C-'hamberlain tleclared us to be in a state of rvar rvith Germany
gn-d the power oli evil, the country u'as not n'holl,v unprepared.
r had been allocatetl to a, tr'irst Aid r)ost by an urgent call
the night before and heard the momentous rvords on the radio,
follolver:l a tluarter of an hour later by an Air Raid rvarning.
rror those l'ho do not lirrorv of these posts r rnust try and
describe tliem and their: n.urhing. \Ve u'ere fortunate in having
a flne cornm:rndant, rl str.ihing antl charming personality in
her scarlet garb rvith n'liite cap and apron marked u.ith the
red cross. rt was entirel.v orving to her o$'n rvor.k nntl her
sliill in bringing out thc best from everyone thnt St. Charles's
li'ir'-qt Aid Post becarne a b;rword for efficiency in the borough

of Kensington. she rvas here ther:e artcl everyrvilere, dinecting

;;-pfi;t -und .n.ouraging'- The school rvhich rvas to serve

*s ?rs post *^^t,rff 3t iff the lraraphernalia necessary in

tenching I ancl it i..** r'ather tt*a"t-t "eotiog 
fo' me to see :r1l

ttre little t"easu"res-"ot- ir.* children as tl'efl as the stores of

llooksanclstationer.vprrtrrrvayirrto]ock"$.op-*o9m*:-.Cttill
ilrel.e were no children to .r*. theur,, rts they had all heen

tlt,ilcuatetltothectrrrntr.-v.Whatlradbeenclassroomswere

'orv 
to be *secl for the sierner necessities of war' There rvas

the office frorn r{hich the commztnd.ant issued orders and came

forth herself nt','""1'-t"tltttttt i"i""val* to see they n'er-e carried'

out. When not.-o'n offrcial duty ygrl-.t9:ttg hear her pure

Soprano rising in 
"*lr,,,itt* 

of t'Rri',- Rabliit, Run", as rvell as

rnrlny opertrtic on.f tf"*sic air:s' The gymnasium was turned"

into a reception room for casualties, 6ne side for males and"

theotherforfemales,rvithseparateerrtryanclexit.offthe
irall were tittei fiisi Aid 

"oooi. 
for males and females' 'Ihese

were furnished. rvith tlrug ..tpbot 
"dsr--med.icine 

cupboards, antl

stores of li**tlt;g;:-' iltit'. spiiirts, pi1t9o'1' hot n'ater bottles'

sa'dbags, gn.*i "i.. 
1'lte't:rbles with borvls, s'abs' instru-

ments duly sterilizecl, var,iolrs solutions foilrvashing 'lvounds'

rvere kept spotless itrttl t:.ve"e,t ititt, cellophane' Improvisecl

lretls rnade tro*-*-r.ll tables c.-,verecl rvith army blankets ancl

head.ed uy pinow* r.,.r. put 
-r'endv 

to Ieceive the woundetl'
.I'rvo rest "oo** 

,iieiit er dnd <rornltitrtetl the dorvnstairs accorr-

rnodationlhere\Yereeasychairs,canlpbed's'cushionsancl
piltows aoo *Ja;;-;i 1,r:o."ri"g -t ";rt ie,r for those suffering

fromshock'Upstairs\\ras"tineroomfortheneurosis
patients, with .ftiit'* ooa Utat' papers 31d :*o11 tables' ancl a

general homey ioor., to mnlie iir" poo" folk feel at home. Then

came rooms" for t1e personneli reacling-room) dini'g-room'

cnnteen, garnes rootrl and cloak-room'

And..wlr:ttofljre})ersonneltornarrtlr.epost?Tlreywere
clr'tvn from ott-.trr**.s nnd r:ilnlis of society eager t-g 9o their

bit, and weld.ecl into itrr harmonious rvhole iry the effrciency of

their teader;"-hi*t flrc darli-hairgq, piig\teyetl telephonist

ever ready t" *fiirg to tlte call with "St. Chzrrles's F irst Aicl

Post speaking"; then Jhq ioAy Superintendent rvho with

another train?d'nnrse is in charge 9f -tlt", First Aid' rooms'

IIer half"Oor.i}"ipe"s toot smart-ancl alert in their red cross

uniforms and, spotless caps and aprons' They knox' by. heart

the conte'ts ;r 
";;;;y 

cupboard 
^anit can put everything in

immed.iate reacliness for .o*.iutti.*. The iest rooms are in

chargeoftwokindlyresponsiblelvomel}rt'horvouldmake
any patient i.J-"tn*to""tt by theil sympathy uld,'under-

standing. Th; brisk quarter-n"raster knows by heart the con-

tents of every ,strelf iu l'ler cupboerds, itncl.u'oe to her \t'ho doe-s

not return ti e *n*i- tt'ivial ite'I. tl'.m 1rirl or needle' to g1m

:rntl inkwell.
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Then across the courtyard is the gas clearing station,
most important in case of' gas raids. rlere is 

-ihe 
fullv

qualified gas.officer with her attendarrts. she is outside, ready
to remove infected -clothing; and lvhat ir r.ernar.li:rble figure shei!, in green oilskin protective clothirrg, \\re[ington'rubber.
gloves, civilian-duty respiretor, arrcl oilsl<irr hoofl-l*a glorified
div_er. l'he patient would pass on to the,\ir.rrock, into the
un_dressing-room, thence to the washing tlon,rr r.oom amply pro-
vided rvith hot 'lvater and soap and uirtlincs lor. cleans^irig-the
eyes; well-rubbed dorvn he prrssgs to 1hr, rlr.trssins-r.oorn, #fuu"*irll clean clothes of excellent miterial rrre issrreil to him, and
therr he is sent to the mairr lllock fot. t.r,irlrn.nl

when the signal ttyellorv lighttt is givurr, nrclarring that
1;he raiders hzrve_passed our coast, as lhe.y h:rvc frrcquenily
rlone, and rve might be in danger but ll<lr. llrc cxt,ellerr<:c of our
HA.Ii., commandarrt says t:alruly rrrrd lir.rrrl.1, "s1i[l.ions". we:rll fly to our apuointed 1r<lsts. lfirre is ilrrrl ol' ,,r.cr:eptiorr
clerkt', and I am to sec ever.y casualt.l, lrroughl, irr and to
inscrilie nanle, ttddrttss, itge ancl rratule ol'irrirrr.y on ir lrrintedcard for tht-' Ministry of I'errsions. 'l'lris is 1o lrt, :ri;tar:[ed
ser:urely to the pet'son, arttl rt carcl rvitlr col'l'(,sl)olrrlirrg numbcr.
to a small,bag'which is to contain any valrralrles or money
given up, _though even the "rnock" cirsu:rrl,ics :rr.e ver.y aver.se
to su-rrendering au iota of their pr.ecious yrossessiorri. They
are then trea"l,ed in the It'irst Aid roornst tro 1;o the rest roomi,
trnd finally home u'i1lr irrstmctions to nllrrr.rr 1or. trei.rtment iI
necessary.

IrTorv let rne t;ell you something of a lrractice air raid, for it
ls quite an exciting tinre of preparation for what may happen.
we are warned that <':rsualties rvill :r1rpear. at such 

"ancl^s-ur:h

an hour, and rve rvait ilt our posts ftx the mornent. There
are brought in numbers o{ lranduged and splintered cases, e2ch
bearinga cardlvith the slret:iul nature of h^is rvound or in.jur.y;
such things as lacerated u'ountls are to be stitched; s'eu.i.,
hremoruhage to be dealt u'ith inimetiiately; extensive burns
on face or chest, fractuled flt'rnur or irumerus ar.e sent ilto tlrg
Jt'irst Aid room ; and it is r.eally l.onder.fu I to see how the
helpers immediately ret:ogttize the treltnrerrl lrrtl [rr.ing 6rrt
material to deal rvith the lrai.ients.

\Ye hope to deal as efficiently u'ith r.eitl p:rl,ients rvhen rye
have- them; we certainly shoultl be abre to tlo so, with the
continuous daily practice of llandasinli, splintirrg, the giving
of artifir:ial respiration, and listening to rnost oetaitea teEturei
from the doctors on the hurnnn body and every imaginable
wound 'n'e could rneet rvith from bombs or gases. Ilnglandrs
women, old and young, r'ich rrnd poor., have'respondedlo the
eall for: work, and u'ilI be found ready and l'aiting when flre
tirne comes.

Somerville l{nll (later Somerville College) n'as founded
in 1879. It is, nith the other \yomen's colleges, a newcomer
in the Llniversity *'hich rvas founded in the Middle Ages by
'wandering scholars. The first colleges to be established rvere
Ilalliol ancl Merton, u.hich were founde.d in L26L and 1283
respectively. The history of the Ilniversity is, horvever, even
older than that of the colleges.

The meclircval tradition still influences the life of the
lluiversity, not only in the Gothic buildings still in use as
residential colleges, but also in the organization of studies
and discipline. The Statutes of the Ilniversity, excerpts from
rvhich are issued to e\rery student on matriculation, are for
the most part in Latin. One learns, for example, that:t'Statutum est, quod nullus Academicus, aut alius, intra
{Iniversitatis ambitum, sive offensiva, sive defensiva arma, vel
tela de die vel de nocte gestet, exceptis qui honestm recrea-

.tionis causa arcus cum sagittis portaverint"; in otherrvords,
that it is forbidden to carry arms, offensirre or clefensive, by day
or by night, rvithin the precincts of the Llniversity. except in
the case of a tron' and. arrow for recreation.

The Statute relating to the ('Societies of Women
Stndents" in 'u,omen's colleges was drarvn up irr 1926, in
English. It is the '(statute made by the Commissioners wholly
for the University under the Universities of Oxford and
Oarnbridge Act, 1923. Approved by tlie King in Council, 30th
April, 1926." ,tt provides for lr'omen's colleges rvithin the
IJrriversity, on condition that the total number of women
students is not permitted to exceed one-quarter of the number
of men students. At any time, therefore, there can be only
one woman stuclent to five under.graduates. Many of the more
conservative mc'rnbers of the llniversity still object to the
presence of rvomen students, and some tutors rvill not teach
women. trYomeu were not admitted to degrees until the year
192L, though the.y had been doing IJniversity rvork since 1879.

Originally the Chancellor of the llniversity had complete
juriscliction oyer all cases in rvhich any member of the
University \yas involved. fn theor:y he still retains this
mediarval right, though Chancc'llors no\\: exercise restraint in
putting their power to the test. Legally speaking, if a
ruotorist passing through Oxford were to collide u'ith an
nnCergraduate's car, the case could be settled try the
Chancellor or his representative, and there would be no right
of appeal to any other court. This is only one of the medireval.
anomalies rvhich persist in Oxford. Another is the rule about
tlrinking in bars. Owing to the annoyance caused. to the town
by rorvdy undergra,duates in the Middle Ages, lvho u.'ere apt
to become involved in disputes, a regulation was passed
stating that no undergraduate, and no Bachelor of Arts rvho
has not proceeded to his Masterts degree, may drink in a
bar. This rule has not been rescinded and the University still
has the right to fine :rn.v R.A., of n'hatever age, who drinks int4
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