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DEATH BY SCALDING

; !
Coroner Criticises Poultice
Application

The Clly Coroper 1Mr, Tineate, PM.1.
when snnounving 8 Mndiog of missdven-
iture at the inguest yesterday into the
death of Juan Lealey Brown, 3 years. &n
lmate of the Children's Coitage Menta)
Houpital, Kew, safd he belleved the usual
tests to determine the heat of Lhe ponltios

were 1ot made, and that groat careless-
llmum had beety shown,

| r, Btanley Jacob Cantor, attached to
the HKew Mental Hospital, sald the ehild
lum ndmitied o the female ward on Ma
&, and on July 29 beeame ), On August
L be prdered spplieations of a poultioe,
AL the post-mortem sxaminailon he saw

Llistern, mpparently duc to scalds, on the
[Font of the ehest,

Nurse Margaret Dolag sald ghe p]mﬂi
i poidtics on the child's chest and back, '

il wis saflstied (hat 1t was not koo
i10E, |
|

Wurse Cuathorme  Sieclion sald  the
child's temperature woa 105 dew, when
shie wepl en duty at 7 awm.on August 1!
As tho peultice requited remewing, LTS
prepared  anctlier by heating iL op iha|
freguard i ool of the e for & few|
minated,  Tao et the heal of the powl-
bee she placed ib on Lhe back of her
hand and then Lo her faor,  Satlsfied
Lhil 1t wad ot oo warm, she then ap- |
plled |t L the ellld, who showed no
st ol discomfor, During her 31
FEAMS DUrsIng oxperience this was the
nrat tume ahi: bad woarwed the poultice
al the llregunrd,

Murse Lill@an Latbimer said when she
removed the powlbiee from the ehlld after
Wl dbed w1230 am. on August I
she potived redness wod w [ew blisters on
the cheat, bal vone on the back,  Had
ahig reen (he blisters she would have
thoight them very serious,

Matron Mury MeEvoy sald (e ususl
WaY 1o neal on poultiee wiks tooopul o
inta & fin of hot water and hoat 1t under
o gins gTiler. Putting bhe poultice against
lf:mlnrru ur fmce woas tne usunl Lest of

val.

Dy, Cilve Furrar-Ridge, pathologlst of
the Meatal Hyglene department, who con-
ducted the peat mortem. sald he folnd
no slgns of bronchinl pnoumonia, al-
thoagly it could poselbly have cleared up
pefore the post mortem. The child died
from shovk following .»ulde

In ansrwer to gQuestions by Mr, R
Schilling (who wppeared oo behalf of the
Hoepilal  Emiployes' Federrtion, which
watehed the inkterests of Murse Boeehan).
Dr. Farrar-Ridge =aid that had the ohild
sulfered [rom o broochisl-pneumonia con-
dition It would have bednn moPe suscep-
til le Lo aliock.

To the Coroner: The bikck of the hend
wat the most ssbislactory place (o test
i poultl e

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article205132423



