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; X SOFTWOOD SLEEPERS.

ECONOMICAL VALUE URGED. o

Mr. R, H. Chapman (Chief Engineer of
the South Australian Railways Depart-
ment), who recently completed an exten.
sive tour of the world, gave evidence be-

|, ore the Railways Standing Committee at P
Parliament House, Adelai ¢, on Monday.,
Lhe members presont were;—Mr, O'Hal- 1
- doran_(Chairman), the Hons, J, H. Cooke i
' and J, Carr, M.L.C.’s, and Messrs, Reidy, 'L
(Blackwell, and Nicholls, AM.P.s, oy
The Chairman said Mr, Chapman kad *
undertaken to examine various phases of L
rallvay systems in other countries, for.
the benefit of the South Australian system, |
Although the Railways Standing = Com. @
mittee was constituted primarily for the 0
examination and discussion of proposed M
lines, the question of costs, including the ™
price of sleepers, was an important fac-
tor. . More was paid for sleepers in South
Ausiralia than in any other Australian; K
State. This was due, artly, to the fact &
that there were in the State no big hard.
wood forests for sleepers.  The Govern- B
ment wanted to know whether it was not
poesible to establish some system whereby L
they could use up their softwoods. The
committee wished Mr, Chapman to make
a statement upon railway costs generally, eh
and upon the sleeper guestion in particu- (¢
lar. If loeal timbers: could be ntilized i
in prefercnce to imported hardwoods for! ,‘:‘.ﬂ
slecpers, it would not only solve the prob-
lem of prohibitive pricos to the State, in
that direction, but mean the saviog of |
the local industry, dal ¥
Mr, Chapman said the situation aliroad;
in sleepers was entirely diffcrent from
what it was at home, ﬁ: North Ameriea
he had seen a number of big forests, and les
sleepers were very much cheiper on that an
Continent than in South Australia, jn o
fact, th{.}y cost less than half the price
here arious  kinds of pine were used, la
chicfly 8 ft. by 6 ft. wag o common size Re
for a slecper in Ametica. He counld not
say that they lasted as long or had the
strength of those used here, : .
In reply to a question, witness said he |-
did not sep,any concrete sleepers in Eng- |
land.  They were only in the experimon-
iﬁll stage, It:lr, F{nr&m. n:é{ ot Hl.-r Con- |
tinen countries had waooden Kleepers, |
the samo as in England, where they 'ﬁrm !
mostly imported. The wse of softwood |
for sleepers, continned Mr. Chapman |
meant treatment and plates. It was difi |
cult to make a comparison of prices, alsd =
-.'tgu length of life.  The Chaieman sail
thie State Conservator of Forests J‘Mr. K
Julius) had etated some time ago that th |
lotal cost of slecpers at the mill was 7/ |
for broad gauge, and 5/3 for narrov Sy
g That was as he estimated {her
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'\ |availahdo i South Australian forests, Conld

| the witness give any suggestion or:schome

| for using the aoftwood slecpers? Thers the

.| were the matters of treAtment, cost of s

f }llqu the life of the sleeper, and, the
eost of relaying to be “:
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' to be experimented on.
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