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MARJORY LITTLE

Wn arre itrttebLerl lo Drt ]tltttt':l' Dt: lttn

Oetaiis of Lhe lite and career ot t'lte

LittIe.

'lltll,i nlIiDILi.,\L JOUII,NIL OI' AUSTliAl.,L\

ARCl"ilVE5
LTNIVERSITY

OF SYDI.JEY

OBITUARY

for Llte tollowing
late Dr N{arjory

I should like to 1el \'ou kttttrv, itt your t'aDat:iLy lts
Direr:lor of lhe Listct' i tlsl itttle, wItal il, vel'y lt iglt
opinion I Iontted of tlte tvot'k of .\Iiss X{at'jot'ic ['iLllr:,
M.n. etc., who r:anre trr l"rattce tt'ottt the lnslilule ltr
work in our t\ t'tny Laltot atories. One of ihe iles[
papers Lhat t'eacired ll)e on itriluenzal llatltology rvas

irv- Dr Litt.le and i\[iss \\rilliattrs, anti Lhis rviIl, t

r-*'*--*"**

iJlaiue illarjor.y Liltle was bot'tt in Ilrisballe on June 2'

1884. She g'as the ;cond of tottr.daugltters of lJr- Joseph

ii;;y iitrle a*d Agnes l,itizaberlr Lit1e. wlren ilIarjo'v
*"*-ti* yeats old, tlir rnother tiied' Later Dr LiLtle took

nit tu"tiiy to Urigtand tor a Littt.e' bui reLut'ned. to (:oll'

[iuue his practi.u=i" qo*enslantl. iltal.jory a[teuded sciroois

in Bt'isbane, i"'dosLnO autl in Arntidaie' New Soulh

W.G;. 
-ivhen she *i. 21 years o[ age, a leBacy became

availaltle whtclr cttabletl irer to rtttroI tts a student at the

UuiversiLy of SyJ-riey' where sltc grrrrluir,ted. $ tlacht:ior

of Sclence iu :.gfil ;uO u. l3aeireloi' ot Metllcine irr 1915.

As atr utrttet'gt'attir,.t" she irad beetr a sLuden[ at' lhe Royal

ir.iti,'o;\lfrtit Hosi,ttat, a.ud wa! n junior and laler &

settior t'trsitlenl i;;;iai ollicer Lltcre; slre wa's asketl Lo

take over Dr e. 
_ 

rr. r.ebbul,L,s llosi|ion as pat,IrologisL

wheu he enlis[ei'iri-irr" arnretl torces. she was retained

thet'e unbil ftu ,'ofiiittuO io flfi' She was eagel' lo offer

her servict's lo rile--arruy, bul at lhal lilue lhe r\ustralian
ai.irli- rrudical Services-tlitl nol arlurit lvonren docLors to

rheir r:tttks. tlowrl er, Or LiLtle reeeivetl a le[ter trom

Dr ltllsio Datvell, iti"tt itt llttglatttl' lelling ltgr tltat
ll.r:l.ri,l.gists rvcri,, i,o"Ou,t itt llre llritisl Arttty' llr l(ate

\\'ittttittg,tvltoretttetrtbet'sirealittglJrLittleteiltltes[ory'
rv t'i t t's :

,\lrrt'jot'r' lrrrtl a ltat'd .iolr gr:ttittg permission lo

s()(.il l'(! il. llitssltgt) LO Utrgla rrtl, bttl e vett[Ually gOt OVet'

lher.e iry t,ar.irig het. 1.1N ll Iltr.r'. she oflered ber set''

vices lo ttle'il'?rr Ollit:e atttl wits sent to t'he Lister

Inst.ilule ,utioru she rvorketl iviLlt NIiss llarriet Chick'

It was sugeesietf that she ttrigltt' be sent - lo illall a'

I{owever, ltiss crrick toitl irer tilar sir charles llartin,
-rjir""to.' 

of 
-lr" Lisler Iustit.ute, but working in

France at th;; tinte, badly treedetl a bacLerioiogist

in his fafroratory at liouen' lliss Chick sent Dr Little
lo Leishn,*n,--if."tt employetl at lhe lVar Offlce' rvho

said that Lltere was no actrotnntodatiotr tor wonren

in llle orrrtoti-tut'viies i' [tritllce' but thal 
'e 

rvould

see rvhat t,oulti lte tltlntl' 'llte ullshot was that on

the fonorviris 
-saL[rrlay 

ir l(ing's llessenger brougltt
aIl cnvelope 

" rrrir'r'ketl iSeercl'" to l)r' Lit'tle's flal' It
cortti.t ittctl ,i,, rtt'dcr for ltel' t'o 1'1'1)ol'b lo i\Ia'rtitt itt
.lt()tlt}tl.ltrllrirrllltretritsltrrrltrlsrll,lll)ltlllrl,lttlltlgy
llrll,r:rl'r.y iii t,.r.:r*r.,,,rt. lris r.lr,ir,.'l' lrl.lrti.' irltrl

lr:rd ('llos()tt 
'-llt',,u"' 

l\lir t'.iot'y l'il t'ltl rvrlt'kctl rv itlt ltittt
tlrele. ltttl lvils rhett settL lo l''lLnples itt t:[targe oI

& litboraIot'Y'

'fogiveiIitslrriltitle,tlrislvirstlttr[solirtiottlltrspiLal
LaboraIory,atNo.ltisLatiorttrt.yIlosllital.I}ritislrExpedi.
tionar.y p.orces, 

"in,.n.ir.". Slrir:liy s'eakittg, this appoint'

ment carriett tt,e riarrtc of tttrjor, Sttl at lhat .linte the

British At'nty,ii'.i "ot 
lppoittt \\'ollletl lo ranks above

6nt .t captaitt.'lli' f,ittf .'s l'*.X retttaitttrtl tSat of traptain'

5ut after solpe flii,,', n "slttttll illry adjustnlellt" rvas tlrade'

The [ollorving i;;;;; r" Sir C|arles Nlaytin comnrettclins

Dr[,itLle'stvorkitrFraltcervasrvrittetrinlgl9byirer
Oottttttantlittg 0llicel in Fratlce' Colottel S' R' Cunrtnins'

hope, shortly appoar:ts 1t;trl of a "Gl'eell Rellolt'" lr)'
th; M.E.C., ,r\s ilpllollilizirligtt lttlvitlltled, I lvrts gt'1lrll1'

hampered by the loss of Irathologists frotn Irt'ltltr:e
and l decitled t.o l)rlt. l)r' Liltle in charge ttt llt':
Isoiation IlospiLztl l,itlrot'lttory ttl Etalties: as 1'otl

know, one of ilr. rrrtrst il'l)o'tittrt of ottr litllrrt':tl1,t'ir'.s.

IIere she rliti splerrtlirl rvrrrk. dettlirtg rvith spet'itttcttrj
not only f ronr N0. lli s I it t iotrat'y HospiLal, ilttt itlstt

front several 0lher.rrrtiLs. irtrd. sire rvas alwttys t'ctttll'
to heip in nny rli{licultY tlrirt Al'ose. Al rny Iirst visiL
betore leaving I,'r:rnt'rr, Il0tttld t.lttrl, in lhe temltot'ary
absence of lhe pa,tholugist 0t No. i-r1 General llospital'
the vener.eai Llentre nt l.ltitples, site was quieLly doittg
all the \Vassertttatrn rt'tll'k attd gotlorrhoea lilnts, itt
addition Lo lhe rvork of hei' olu iabot'atot'y, and doin'g

thern witlt tlte gretttcsi trllicicttcy. I rvas gt'eatly sllrtck
by this r.eirrlin(',ss t0 rttttlt't'tlrkc rvot'k oI il kittrl rvlti(.lt
tiiigttl e'asily 5u,ve lrgt,tt t gt ttsptl tly her oll glrvi6tts
grountls. I wr.ile yon oll tht' srtlljtlt:l ils I fccl gt'cnll1'

Intlebted Lo l)r'i,itttt: Iey lter really excellettl. rt'ttt'k,

antl it ot:t:ttt's Lrl lll() lltltt lt l'ccortt trI it' ttta'y lxr rtt
sollle tls{J ltl ltul'itt ltt't'('lll'{'{!1"

Itr,lrtt.ttittg l0 ,\tttil t':rlilt lrl'l'.t' rl{'tttlrlrili;lltt iotl, l)t' l'il'l lr:

w0rkctl rvillr l,t'0[t'ss0r' \\'t'lt'lt ltl. lltc ultivt:rsity ol
Sydney, anrl s(rl np in pt ivule l)l'11(:lit'e as ir, llallt<llogisL
iti tfr" llaseutettI ttI "]\t'(ll''ssitlI", itt \lacttuarie St't'eeL'

she nrovetl t0 i} suitc itt Il.ll..\. P,ttiltlittg tvhett it wils

built. ln fhis pl':tct.it't' slttt \\'.ts lrighly sur:t:essIttl' het'

principat aplloittittretlts ltgitrg lltgse oi Llo'nsttlLing I-litetlrllg-
iosist'at S-vdrre.t I-iosllititl, ittttl laler Cottsttllittg l')lrLlro-

ioEi.t "t 
'f ire lioyal N.r r lr Slro.e I 1ospital and rtis. rt I

th; Rachcl Iftlrs[t,t' IIosprllrl. Slto wils it lttetttltt.r rrll lltrr
itr.-iti*ta Nledir:al r\sso(,iillion lrtttI itt. 0llc tittte l'l'osirll.ttl
ofIlreSectiorttrll,itlholrrgr''Itlll}:|i].lcljtisltervltsl't.r'si.
aent 

-ot the lletiicil[ \\'otttt'tt's Sot'ict'y of Nerv S'}ttllt

iVates. In 191i3, slte bet'a rrr(' it l.'{)ulI(liti iou lrellorv o[ 'l'ltt'



Ar;crrs'r 31, 19?4

Itovirl Australlsiirtr College of I'hysicians and later, ln
l.!l5ti, ir [.'ellorv of the Royal College of Pathologists of
.r\ustralia.

On l{ay 14, 1958, Dr Litlle deiivered the Annual Post'
p;r'aduaLe Orat.ion in lhe Great llall of the University of
SydneV;'so far ttris is the only lime a woman has been
iuviterl to give this Oraliotr. IIer subiect was "Some
[)ionerlr \lcdic:tl Wottten oI tlte University". Thig Oration
wa$ lriglrly 1tt'aisetl al the littttl, and later; indeed, it ls
ir vely outstittrrling piece of rvork. The story is told with
arrllroritl', enluest,ttess and acetlracy; and is enlivened
n rrri rrrndr: rrrost irutrtan lry delighLf ul and characteristic
tottcltcs rt.[ ltttttttttlt'.

I)r t,it.tlu retitt'tl I'rotn urilr:tit:tr in 1962 a[ lhe age o[
tis : slrc wirs lu itavo ir lottg ltrtt happy reLlt'eurent,
cnjoyillg lhe lreauLitul house ttnd garden at Pymble rvhich
slrc ir nrl ltt-.r sislut' Cicely ltittl plilttttetl together antl in
rvlr iclr llrcy lovltl Lo eltlol'litill Lttrlir lnany f llends and
relati ves.

'fhese &t'e - sonte of lhe bat'e facts of l\{ariory Little's
lite and rvork: she was iln ou[standing person and it is
difficuit to desclibe her aderluateiy; to convey the warmlh
ancl chartn of hel personality: lrer unfailing interest in
people: irer ulter integrity and her keen yet kindly sense
of irumour. She liked peoDle and site loved helping lbem;
her friends rvill recall nlany instances of this.
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Dr Kate Winning writes:
There is a paragraph in l\{arjory Libtle's PosLgradtrale

Oration which afrplies as tttucb lo her as to those shtt
mentione in it. The paragraph (pp. 48'49) runs:

The group of rvomen of rvhom we have been lhink-
ing tonighl were rvell awal'e of the responsibilities
lhey acceDLed in the dentattding professiotr of tttetli-
cine. Personal suceess was associaled itr lheit' tttitttls
with recognition of whaL such sut:cesses rrright lllcatr.
not only to themselves, bttL to tltose who wel'{! t{)
follow them. That they tlitl not lail has plitt:ed irll
medical worten o[ New Sortlh Wales in lht'ir tlclrl.- -
a debt which ean best. be relrairl lhrotrgh lltt' ytluts
by the maintcnance of Lhc sLattdartl Lltey sttL.

r Retrort on the bacteriolog]' nnd pathology of ,16 fit.titl t'a.st's
of lnlluettza, rvitlr iL 1()te on I hrr lrrcpirr:ttion of tttetli:t l'()r 1ll('
r:ttltlvntlon ttnt[ sttl{l-v of ll. ittllttettztlo ( llcil'ft'r)' lrl' I':. }l'
Little and S. U. Williarrrs. ('t'he retrorL &nt[ tlre ttottr tot{t'tltr'r
form No. 5 of Stutties of ltrlluenza in Hospitals of the llritish
Armies in France, 1918 : ti8, Lontlotr, H'-\t'S.O., t0l'1). ) The
groull of stUr.lies rvere issuetl as the ,\Iedical l'.eseitrch Cottt-
mittee Special Rel)ort Series No. 36.

i [{drJory Llttle, lI.B., B.Se', Ir.R.A.C.P. (1958), Strme ltittrrr''r
medlcal women of the Llniversity rtf Syrlney, '\tttttt:t l I ''sl -
graduat6 oratlon, Bu"lletin, 0l tlu: I,ostlitr&d&ole cottttttittt'r 'irr'

)Ie<l,icine, Uniuersity'. of , SAdn'eA, 1{ : 25.
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