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IRTIST, AND A PROMINENT.I\IEMBBN O,F'THE SOCIETY
CH HA$i,DONP SO MUCH .TO ENCOURAOE AND MAIN"

DR. ISABIL ORIUIST(}N

MENTIONED IN

li.'
, FACED ENEMY AT HER POST.

Mentioned in despatches! What gl'ory for
an Australian woman.: And when it ts add-

ed "for conspicuous bravery and devotign^to
duty," the countrywomen of ,Dr' Isabel Or-
miston will feel prouder still of her'

Dr. Ormiston beems to have been deter-
mined to tend the wounded in war, ' for be-

tore the international conflict, and when civil

u'ounded
^rrf 

anlli

DESPATCH ES.

,wai-threatened freland, she offered her' ser-

vlceg to the Ulster people. Soon, however'

.tbe woild coirflict broke out, a,nd after busy-'
ing herself with lled Cross work ln Londqn
sho was at the end of September offered the'
post of medipal . superintendent at the Os-

, l""a I(ursaal, a fasltionable hydrQ' which had

been qulckly transforriled lnto t a, , hospital'

One morning at 8,o'clbck an official rushed
tnto the I(u5saa.l withrthe news that the Ger-
nlans were apJrroaching, and that all the
wounded mus( embark for England. Panic
soizeC ,the inmates of .the hospital. Men with
broken legs Jurnlred out tif UeA and demartded
to be clothed, but unfortunately there were
not sufficient garmen's to go round, and
many of the woundei went arway enveloped
in blankets.

The hospital staff-witlt the exception of
the matron (Mme. Patton-Ilethttne, of hte
Clayton Priory, Ilurgess .Flill,. Srtssex), I)r.
Ormiston, and Dr. tr)tnile van de \4'atte-fled
into Hblland. l'hese tltree stayed tin, tenti-
ing the rvounded $'ho had been too ill to
take part in the flight. ft was for this act
of bravery arrd dcvotion ,to duty that they
were reported to the llelgiau Governrnent.

They u'atched tire etrtry iqto Ostend of
?0,000 of the enen-ry, which they describe as a
most imposing sight, and .they were treated
with all consideration and respect, el'etr whett
a British warstrip openetl fire on the Os.
tend llotel. Dr. Ormiston sa.w the action
from her balcony rvindow, though the Ger-

Brttish fire lva.s immetliately beneath hpr.
"If I anr to be killed," she ansrveretf,

should prefer death in the open than that
being crushed in a demolished ltuilding."

Ormlston from the tre.'nches.
One day tlre Belgian Queen

An Australian, s'ho has been men-
tioned in deslratches to the Belgian Govern-
ment for bravery and devotion ,to dut)'.

nounced that she wai 
'being 

sent by 
'ib"

ItVouncled Allies' Relief Cc,mmittee to one of
I their hospitals, in . Montdnegro. 'We
i doubt have further cause for pride
i' fi ne Australian rworh&n..

Dr. Isabel Ormiston,

I who had bad both legs fracttrred whetlrer he
I was still in pain, "Oh, no," tre ap,rrlwered
simply, "sirr<'e la petite docteuresse hqffiouch-
ed .them they are well." The t(ingFwas as

,sympathetic as his rl'ife, ancl .Dr. Ormiston
I saw him one day standing rvith his eyes full
i of tears at the bedsicle of a child who hul
t had both feet blown off by a bursting shell.

Dr. Istubel Orrniston took the medical course
.at Sydney University. ' She became l\,Iedical
I Inspector of Schools in 'Iasmania about four
i years ago, and was on leave of absence for
Ithe purpose of doing hospital work in ltrng-'
land when q'ar broke out. The latest newsiof her, which carne ny cable on April'!3, an-

man officers tried to persrtade lr'er to with-
draw. The gun rvhich was returnlng the

trr
of

Arter trvo rveeks the Germans decided tha.t
the Britishers ltr Ostencl were a.ssisting tlte
English ln tho liotnbardment, artd sn packetl
them off to Ht.,llantl. Dr. Ormiston fron-t
there retttrned 'to l/olldon, \A'hence, htr,l'ing
collected funds, m,otor ca.rs, a.n<l anything
she could lay her hantls on, she retrtrned to
Ilurope to tal<e up duties at the Queen of the
Belg:ians' I{ospital, flr'e miles from the firing
line.

Ilere she ca,me in personal eontact rvith
K.ing Albert and his wife, n'hose sympathy
she describes as being: bea.utifrtl. l'his hosF",al
held the rvounded <lf all nations, an{l their
gratitude for the care given them has been
toucNng. Ivlany of them still rvrite tc Dr.

a man

shall no
in ttiis


