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The oldest living
eraduate of Sydney
University, she is 93
and lives alone in
London's largest
block of f{lats.

She thinks little of
entertaining seven friends
to a dinner co

one-ring  elect
and washes her hair her-
self. She can't see the

sense in paying soniecne
else to do it for her.
Her flat is compact -—
two rooms, kitchen and
pathroom —  spotlessly
clean, finicky and
Ccrammed with momentos
of her world travels. Her

late husband, Artbur,
was a mining engineer
and his work teok him

to all five continents.
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STR AL!AN widow Mrs
a fine example for the ()vm_‘~nin_clms.

in those days, but some
of them weren't even lit-
erate and they couldu't
see the point in women
studying at university.”

Although  Mrs. Hen-
susan continued her
stndies at the turn of the

the London
School of Eceonomies, she
regrets she has never put
them into practice.

“3f T had worked I
might bn\c had a pen-
sion  now,” she said
wiryly.

She met her
in Sydney shortly
graduating.

“Ile came lo our house
to call on 1wy brother
and I remember his say-
Jing, ‘You don’t know me,’
and I replied, “Well, you
look all right'.”
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sels

came to hilis like Wil-
liam Street.

“And in those days in
London, & Iman always
ren in front of a car
waving a flag tu \'m'n
people out of the way’

Mrs. Bensus 'm and her
children lived alone in
London fer a time.

Her hushand was work-
ing in a gold mine on
the Gold Coast and had
forbidden his family to
join him,

“Uuw used to say that

new people were

out to the Gold
they  would  see

their predecessor’s  oof-
fin being loaded on the
ship for the refuriy
journey. There were
many  niore im‘urabln

diseases in those days.”

.-sus;m’,
bv} c '},

L. “sWed " T‘“ls
had keen su t
ted u\d he quib, rc:mn-
ed to England and ithen
found work mz:nzging a
large  gold - mine  in
Brazil..

“We lived there for 26
years,” Mrs. DBensusan
recallected. “They were
the happiest years of my

reports

who is the eldest living
Jy&iney University.

get oub there, stopping
over with my son who
ives i Rhodesia, but
something  went - wrong
with my kidneys when I
wos in Rhedesia and I
had to twn back.
“1t made me
annoyed. I hadn't been
i1l before in my life.”
She had been looking
for \\m‘d t,o Lhm last look

very
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Mrs. Bensusan's clear
blue eyes, accentuated by
- her snow-white hair,
dance with euthusiasin
when she reviews her
old, browning photos,
like those taken at her
Sydney wedding in- 1848
when the women wore
ankle - length  dresses,
large frilly hats and car-
ried parasols.

Minis

“I don't like minis,” she
said when she invited me
round for tea of home-
made =andwiches and
cakes recently, “Bui I

them.

“When I was young.
women on buses wereu't
even allowed to it on the
top deck  because  we
might  show an  ankie
climbing up the stairs”

Times  have \
changed since NMrs. Den-

it then el !
- attended
amen's College af Svd-
ney University, trom
which she eraduated in
16507 with a Buchelor of
degree

Qe war  the colleees
cleventh resident. stiicy-
i docic and philesopha
hard  baetide
the weonen’s

tead, e 1o

celicee
menbhered
rhie o memboers o opa

cre mavch beiter

ey

understand the men like.

1t was the baéginning

of a long association.’
They celebrated their
sixtieth wedding anni-  \When
versary before his death susan

Mrs. Bensusan had-two frem the

family moved to England

took nine weeks, Arthur

She was most surpris- had requisilioned
ed to see a car on ar- only nearby hotel

rival. we lived

“There were no cars in With 2
Sydney in those days —
only trams and horse-

_tached a leader (an’ journ in
ixtra horse) when they was not

Transfer

transferred
10 years ago at the age gouth Africa he sent for
of &0 his family, who trekked
coast in bul-
s0N5 (allogether she had lock wagons to join him
four children) before the in the North Transvaal.
L 101 2 The Boer War had re-
in 1901, The sea journey cently ended and Frince

which had a fence round
it to keep the lions out.”
buses to which they at-  The Bensusans'
Scuth  Africa

T

the happiesty yoeals UL 4y
life”

During the Second
World War years when
the Bensusans lved in
Australia, Mrs, Bensusan
paid a return visit to her
cid college,

“When I talked to the
students, they couldn’t
believe thiere was a wo-
man still alive who had
graduated from the Uni-
versity more than 45
years previcusly.” ;

she would like the
chance to tell them she
graduated 73 years ago,
“put I am too old now
to make such a long
journey.

“Last year I tried to
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ab Australia, particularly

10 sce a suite of rooms at

the Women’s College
named after her, paid for
by contributions made by
graduates living in Eng-
land, ;

“We had a reunion tea
of English graduates a
fortnight ago and one of
them had seen the rooms
and showed me some pic-
fures she had taken”
Mrs, Bensusan enthused.



