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Sir,—The history of appointments fa the
sonservatorship of Forests 1s singularly
niortunate. eference to mewspapers o
date of the appointment of Mr. Gil

Mr. Corbin’s Rejection.
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of Australia,” stigmatises her efforts 1u
this respect as “‘the worst in the world.
Yet our expert is to be imported from that

The fSovernment’s Reasons.

$iliows the spirit 1n which that appoint
nent was received, and protests ‘are mov
heard on every hand against the amazing
action of the Government in ignoring the
absolutely unequalled claims of Mr, Cor |
{ Bimy, & résident of 11 years in {he State
and giving preference 1o an outsider, whe
@bis occupied 'a position subordinate
gthat of Mr. Carbinp for many years D 1
1§ State from which our Government appear:
#to be fond of. introducing officers to Afil
;‘posta which might reasonably be regardec
a® npromotional rewards {or our owr
aple. If the tpresent forestry blunde
» rretrievable, thére is one way in whicl
he Government mav redeem its nnhapps
sitake. During the Jast day or {wo |
ave tified my curiosity by looking up! plied:—That is undoubtedly the policy ot
e published records of Mr. Corbin— the Government. (lLaughter irom Labour
hbom. to prevent any mimmderstanding, members.) It has not been departed from
"may add, T have not seen for many|in the slightest.
sonthis—and I am justified in saving that! My, Edwards—Yes, it bas.
jo other man in Australia with whom my  The Premier—Well, you know a great
micrest in fopesiry bas brought me into. deal more about it than 1 do. We haye
Bontict in all the States has so impressive; vead a good deal, and heard & d deal,
*2 record a5 Mr. Corliin. T find that hel gbout this appomtmeut. (A Member—
N alde the degred of B.SE. in three univer- You will hear n good deal more.) ~ The
gities, and that e stodied scientifically| Government bad made no mistake in re-
- nracticallr in—among Others—the| gurd to the matter. That statement was
forests of Germany, where know-| po reflection whateyer Spon— 3. COrhi,
den in forcstrv 18 specialized: that he| gs regards iis Acadegicr-attammoity, —He
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A5 svoh as the Honse of Assembly met
pn Tuesday, Mr. Robinson rald he wished
to yefer to the recent appgintment of Con-
servator ol L-ilﬂlﬂ, -1“ Yo ask the
Government whether, in future, when all
other things were equal, preference ot ap-
pointment to positions in the service
would be given to those already in the
ECTVILC,

The Premier (Sir Henry Barwell) re-

& omplayed in highly important prae.| was o Tecturer at=the——Eniversity, anod
tieal forest work by the Government of| quite possibly was doing Very good work;

but an administrator wid wanted.
Mr. Edwards—He has that qualification,
The Premier said that My, Corbin’s aca-
demic attainments were certainly —very
high, but one must zay 1t alter what had
been stated—lie was lacking in business

hat in Australis he founded arnd
ganized the only Schoal of Foresiry in

mstralia: that some of the students of
that instifut

: 1

. jon are now receiving higher
peration than their master: that he
. selected] By the Federal Government

State. Nothing in the shape of a national | M(
forest poliey has ever been put into force | C:
in Tasmania, As a Tasmanian and a | Pl
student of afforestation problems, I have !;E-"
been forced by sad experience to these :'l::-l*
conelusions, Secondly, forestry 1s re- o
earded as such an important State activity |

that the expenditure of the “Forestry |
Deparvtiment” does not hgnve anywhere 10 ST
the annual volume; indeed, all figures that |

_fo report on forestry schemes for thy rew
¢ Federal canital: that he revalutionize:
doenl  fore br HKi= experimients in
\ Laifpn Fop which hag long heen o
place for wisitora tn the State;-and
he is a= enthusiastic in giving gra-
tous practien] advice in connection with
Introdueclign of gprivate forestry, as in
b periormoance of the wotk for which
 #o inadeguately—this

setimen and in admipistrative capacily,
XTr. Dill—=You are attacking a civil ser-
vant who cannot defend hmsell; it is
cowardly. !

The Premier—That is all very well; but
members spoke without knowing the true
facts. It was only ‘members of (the
Government who knew thém.

Alr. Fdwards—But we do know,

The Premier—The result of the experi-
ence of the Government is that he does
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fagse of his intense love of fareatry and

Bl Belisf in the natiohal importance of | not possess the administrative capacity
pomating it br every prover moans. - My | nceded for the position.
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» into & meater nublic service 1w | whom You have appointed”
anting 4 subsidy of a rcomnarativelv| Mr. «~There are others in the de-
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bear on this funection of tlie State hava E
been conveniently repressed.  Oune has o}
¢o to the Commonwealth Year Book (No. | 7
17, 1022), which shows that in this model | 1.
{orest -State the avernge annual expendi- § D,
ture on torests for the past five yeurs has | M
been £1,420 (p. 311). Fucther, that the W
total forestry “depurtment” consists of 10
persons—One administrator (he waz not § o
My, Julius), six professionals (including |
four office clerks at Hobart), and thres | O
general, Why, Kuitpo alone wnnl@};mn‘h S
thie whole stalt l‘II'IIJIi:'t'Fl!'lrjjT the Tﬁf.'... !;;ll
manian department,  Tn the face of these § &
(acts we have @ 1ifn from Tasmania up- § oo
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frained University men. —To any_one who § Ja
Knows the prestiger of our# University § M
sohool of foresfyy the sitoagion s Worthy | b
o Cithert& Sullivan. An ‘enthugiast inj F
ihe matter of forestry would be a decided & &
ineonvenience to » Government that is not § 3
<vired of the importanve of the problem.§ p
Thet Mr. Corbin is an enthusinst has been § M
proved Dy hig_wondérful work avith the § €
schoolboys at the Kuitpo camps. 1L may A
e, of course, that the hand making the E‘.’-
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GIFT FOR MELBOURNE UNIVERSITY ;"'1
A telegram fvom our Melbourne corre- M
gpondent on Tuesday stated:—The Chan-| B
cellor of the Universitl of Melbourne (Sir E
._Tr-'.hn McFarlane) has received a” cheque! R
for £2,000 from Sir John Higgins, on be- |'nt
half of Lady Higging and himseli. This <
makes a total of £7,200 from these bene| 3
factors to the University. Thig last| R
cheque i8 given toward the equipment of [
the Agrienltural Laboratory and of the R
Veterinary Department.  “The pastoral |
and agricultural industries,” says Sic Jehn| M
Higging in his letter, “must ever be para- |}
mount in the life and progress of the Aus. E

tralinn Commonwealth, Therefore, it is
necessary, and indeed imperative, that re
search work connected with these pa

should proceed withont in



