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POULTICE
ON CHILD

V

Methods used in placing a plaster
poultice

on a girlinmateof the
Kew Mental Hospital were criti-
cisedby the citycoroner(Mr.Tin
gate, P.M.) yesterday.

He recorded a findingthat Joan Leslie

Brown, aged four years, died from shock
followingscalds when,by

misadventure,

an
overheated plaster was placed on her
chest.

"Obviously

the testssaidto be madeby
nursesto

ascertain
the heatof

poultices

are
unsatisfactory,"

said Mr. Tíngate. "I
do not believe thata propertestwas made
here. In my

opinion there was verygreat
carelessness

shown in the placing of the
plaster on the child."

Mr. Roy
Schilling, instructed

by the
Hospital and Officers'Federation of Aus-
tralia, appeared for Nurse Catherine
Sheehan, and

Senior-detective

W. J. Sloan
assisted the coroner.

Doctors'Evidence
Dr. StanleyJacob Cantor,of the Chil-

dren'sCottage, MentalHospital,Kew,
saidthaton July29 the girl becameill
withan

influenzal cold. On August 1 he
ordered the applicationof poulticesbe-
cause of signs of pulmonarycongestion.

The last time he saw her alivewas at 1
p.m.on August 2, whenher

condition

ap-
peared to be

comfortable.

Dr. Cantorsaid that the childwould
havebeenableto express painor discom-

fort by crying. Cross-examined

by Mr.Schilling,

he saidthatif the child was
weakened

by her illness the
poultice might

havebeentoo hot, thoughit mightnot be
for a childIn normalhealth.As for as
he could Judge she was in normal health.

Dr. Clive
Fnrran-Ridge,

of the Mont
Park Mental Hospital,

saidthata post-
mortem examinationshowed no signsofbronchial pneumonia

in the child,but it
was

possible
thatshe had been

suffering

from bronchialpneumoniaearlier, and
thatit had cleared up before the exami-

nation. Any illness would make her more
susceptibleto shock.

"It seemsto me thatthe poulticemust
havebeenput on veryhot," he said.
"Otherwise

it would not have caused the
scaldingwhich was observed."

Nursesin Box
Nurse Margaret Dolan said that she

put a poulticeon the child, under instruc-

tions fromDr. Cantor, at D.45a.m.on
August 1.

Nurse Catherine Sheehansaid that she
renewed the poultice about 7.15 a,m. on
August2, under

Instructions

given by themedical officer whenshe was on dutythe
previous evening.

"I didnotwarmthe
plaster

in thetin,
which is the usual practice,

but spread It
on thelintand

placed
it on thefire guard

in frontof thefirefora
minute

or two,"

saidNurse Sheehan.

"I then tested it byplacing
It on the backof my hand,and

thento my face.I was quitesatisfied

that

it wasnottoowarmto applyand
applied

Questioned by
Senior-Detective

Sloan,
Nurse Sheehan saidthatthe child did not
indicate

at any timethatshe was un-
comfortable.

When witness was testing
the

poultice

she heldit to her facefor
about a

minute.
She had a doubt whether

it would be warm enough,
and no doubt

aboutit beingtoo warm.

To the coroner, Nurse Sheehansaid that
she had not warmeda

poultice

on the fire
guard before.

The backof the handwas
thetest nurseswere toldto usefor

testing

poultices when they were doing their ex-
aminations.

When she changed the poul-
ticesshe saw no

blisters

on the child.


