
Mrs. Mci\fahon,s life hacl been a fu]l antl happy one. she

had many ancl var.ied experiences, \Ya! a 
_ 
singular_ly .happy

n ife ancl mother, hacl an exceptional gift fol frienclshiP anc-tr

companionship, and took a lively inteyest in social ancl

econiomic qouitiott*. hringing a broacl ancl tolerant mincl to
tliscussiort bf th"ttt. She ivas sirnple in her nature, free from
affectation oI' pose, and hatl a delightful sense of huurour"
Iler merry antl infe<rtious laugh atrd hel pletty light soprano
voice singing Gilber't antl Suilivan l'ill long he l'emembered

by her friends.
fn Melbourne she harl many intelests outsicle her' home,

ltrincipally Nurset'y Schools and Jarret Olalke llall, the
\Yomen's palt of ilinity College in the Tlnivelsitv of Mel-

bourne. of n,hose comrnittee she nas r:hail'InAll. She n,lso ltird a
plaee on the Council of Tr'inity College.

Those l].ho l<rteu' I'fls. McMahon felt thnt thet'e wele
ferv rvho coulrl so ill be spar-ecl, s'hether as rvife, nrothel.
friencl, or: in publit: n'ork, brit ttrat at the same tirne she hatl

livecl incl exper.iencerl ntol'e lichl-v tha,n man.Y n'ltose lir-es ltave

been extenclecl fot' tn'tlnt-v ot' thir:t-v mol'e yealrs'
s.J.w.

Helen Daphne Armstrong. Obiit, September 4th,
1939.

I{elen l)aphne Arrnstrong \\'as boln in }Ielbotlrne in 1881'

She rvas eclucatecl at a private scrltool (Adntrree), tttltl l:Ltlt'
urith her sisters ancl soma friencls. by a, Sx'iss lloverness. \[l]tr
Boegli, .who conducted all their: les-qons in Ft'enr:h artrl (ict'tnntl

atteinatety. At this time Daphne also stncliec.l tttttsi<' ittrtl ttst'<l

to play the violin.
She nent to the \Vonents College tt''ltett sll(' tt'rls sttv('llteen.

lrith the Gr.ace Ifrazer Scholarship, a,trcl tltt'('(' Y(rill's litter took
her Arts clegree rvith first-class Ironotu's irl I,'t't'tlt:h, Gelnlalt
ancl Englisli together. rvith Professol llttt:('il.llttltt's If ize fot'

Englishl For a'fe1y ]€al.s she tangltl. itrrrl lltett rvelrt to the

Mitltrett Library, n liere, afte' illr itttt't'r':tl at the P'blic
Library, she became a Senior Catalt)glrcr'. Oile of her fello'n-

IibrarianS n'r'ites: ttDallhtre'S $rol'li lt:ls slotltl the test Of time;
it is thorough a'cl t:ollrect. \Vherte'el' \\'(r have to d'eal n'ith
books cataloguecl by her, \\'e knorv that the entries for. them
rvill be adeclriate arirl corlect, ancl tltrt u'e ('au go ahead n'ith
our work using hers as a founclatiott."

During the u,ar Daphne worked 'with a voluntary Aicl
Detachment and at the Anzac Buffet. She 'was also President
of the Clerieat Women War Workels' Association tlrroughout
the five years of its existence, a Society I'hich. rvith a membef-

ship subseription of t[reepeuce per \\'eek, raisecl for \\''ar

purposes b"v varions activities the astonishing sllm of over
f2,300.

In 1921 she lesigned from the Mitchell Library to join
her sister in the country rvhere they ran their ttvo farms irt
partnership, ancl s'here Daphne acldecl to her accomplishments
hy becoming a superlative cook.

She was \rery strong, never known to flag or to admit
being tired, ancl she hacl an exquisite gaiety of spirit and
eharm of uranner, unitecl to high courage, complete loyalt;r and
the most unfariling generosity. In later years she lvrote a
goocl cleal, chiefly for her o\\'n amrlssnlsnf-for the most part,
eomeclies ancl farces. One of her plays came thircl in a raclio
competition among more than a thousanctr entries, ancl after her
tleath we receivecl news of a {irst prize irr another competition.
A three-act comedy. her longest piece oli work, 'was incornplete
at the time of her death. But the best of her l'riting n'as in
her lettels. She hacl :r style all hel o$'n that gave a gay
twist to the most humdrum piece of nervs ancl matle the reading
a delight. As one neplten' t'emat'l<etl, it (tahvays seemecl a
shame to destroy a letter of l)aff's"; and another nephew
after her: tlea,th wrol-('lhilt hc kept thinking ho'w he shoulcl
miss tther mad letters". Arnong the scores and scores of
loveLy tributes pairl lter at that tirne there stancls out as
complete a lrhtase of nfiss Ida f-,eeson, her senior officer at
the Mitchell Libr:aly, v'ho wrote:'(She $'as pure gold."

M.}I.A.

From a friencl: ((A. sleet graciousness that shone through
every action of her life, that illuminecl every v-orcl and thought,
was an outstant.litrg t:harzr.cteristic of Daphne r\rmstrong. It
'rvas this particular: gift. one among so many, that held ancl
welded togethel as one harmonious n'hole the committee of
the Clerictrl \\rornen War Workers' Associatiorr of rvhich she
rvas the plesident frorn the time of its inception, cluring the
last wal', to its disbantlment as zrrr offlcial boclJ' in 1919.

"Itrver'y membel of that committee still retains the most
vivitl antl glol'ing r'ernernbrance of the privilege they then
enjriyed of corning rvithin the sphere of her gently-penetrating
influence, of associating rvitli one rvhose spirit so unconsciously
iiftecl all trlouncl her' to n higher plane of endeavour; rvhile
irer broacl outlool< andl never'-failing sense of humour savecl
many a situation.tt

Another rvrote: "I)ur-ing 1-917-18 the I'lincipal Librar:ian
in conjunction v'ith the Public Servic:e Boar:cl institutetl a
course of stutly cover-ing trvo years in Libr:try Aclministration,
Bibliography and Economy, for qualification into the Pro-
fessional Division of tlie Public Service. The course invol.vecl
two difficult examinations n'hich the candiclates took at the



end" of the fir'st ancl seconcl years. As the war rvas still irr
prog"u.* in LgL7, ancl :rll Daphne's tj*g other than that
invoh,ed in her tlaily work *as deooted to wal' Service, she

aid not begin her stirtly for these examinations until the wai'

was encled in 1918, rvhdn she sat fol ancl passed both examina-

tions after only a ferv months of study, -coming top of all the

candidates. tiris v,ill give some itlea of the thoroughness.of
napnoe,s daily roltine-work, and of her tremendous capacity
for'concentralion in stucly and assimila.tion of knowledge of

detailed facts covering a ivide range of Library subjects, uld
of her absol*te *u*{.r,y of the difficulties and intricacies
involved in Library cataloguing and atlministration.

r(In regalcl to my own wor.k in the Liblary untler l)aphne's
clirection and superi'i*iott, I have never been so happy it -y
work, nor have I- tear'necl so much. Nothing was :r trouble to
ti"i.; oo problem rvas too insignificant to receiv. her careful
attentiof, and her explanations rvere alu'ays so lucicl and to
the poini, and her unctrerstanding so sympathetir:."

Dorothea Murray-Prior. obiit, January Znd, 1940"

Miss Dorthea Mlrray-I'rior entered. College i1 190Or after
being an out-stud.ent ii the plevio*s year, pr:eparing fo.:

matriculation. She gained firstlclass honours in Ft'ench a'd
\\,as alf,rardecl the Gilace Itrazer Scholarship. She took her

tlegree of BacheLor of Arts in 1903, and speut. sortre time after
thit on the staff of the Girls' School, Ipsrvich, ()qe,enslancl

In 1910, she, urith her mother and sister', urcrtt to Itrnglald
n here they settled. In Englancl she interestecl herself in public
rvork, urrd nou* for some time the honorary strctetary___of the

Eclucation Committee of the National Courrcil of Women'
After ten years in ltrnglancl rvhere she tlevol,ed" herself to
the care of he" mother, she and her sister leturned to New

South \\ralesr u,here she spent an almost equal nqmlel of
years at Hunter's Ilill until her cleath on January 21d laptt
In her cleath the College has suffered the loss of a faithful
friencl ancl ail inter.esting personality. Iler. fliends missed her

a,t the last leunion of Ota Stuctents, ilncl tt'ere verY sorry trr

irear that illness preventecl her from being present.

],tiss Lorri,:a 1,,[actl6n:.t]t,I, our {irst I'r.'irtcipal, left_I-ronclon

for. Scotland a,fter: the outbreak of 'wnr. She stayecl at her

scottish honre at Ar:brorrth in Pelthshire till nelr the erltl

of .Ianltary. On Jantr:rr;' 14th, she rvrote: 
- 
tt\Ve are going

baek to T-,,b'rl'' 'ext T'bsday antl a1e rtnt looliilg folrva.rcl
to the exchange of olll' peaceful glen with T:onclon streets

and 'black-outi.' Of conrse rve are blackecl-out hele, but then

Oilce the sln is set we flo lot rvant to go out. It is velly

t:olcl het-e-21,lir,25 tlegrees of flost and so on,:lnd snol\: on

the grolncl ; irut' rve have very gootl fires, an4 the holse is
shelfererl, rvith a Strrrty :l"spect. '\s far as air-raid's :1fe

.orr*ur.rr.,i, I thiok l-,,onclon is iafer than most places' Certainly
So fa.i: the ()erman pla,nes have been more oftett over 1'he

Itrast coust of Scotland than elsen'here' Ity niece, Ir'lora
Stervar.t. has beeu at 42 Orclnance Roacl (Miss Macclonaltlts
I:onclon home) since x'tl left. As soon aS'we go back she is
goingtoPenz,ant:etotr'1'togetalittlesunandtogeta\\:ay
trom the blat'k-otlt.''

lliss Janet ilitchell, .r\.ho 'r'as Acting L'rincipai. for" six
months tluring t{iss \Villiams's absence in -1934. ancl..is-no1v
Pr:incipal of Ashburne Hall of Resiclence for' lYonren Students
of the Tlniversity of Manchester, in a letter dlttted January
22ncl wrote: "Most of last session-especially the latter part
of it-was over-busy n'ith i\.R.I'.-at arry tinre a strenuous job,

but made mol'e *o by one'S intuition thnt it u'oulcl unfor-
tulately be necessary. I- shnll never- forget last Septernber-
the strain of cornpleting all out prep:rtn,tions before the
students letulnetl at the beginning of October:. But now't

having done everything we humanly can -do fot their safety,
one is able to settle ilorvn into rn'hat is almost tr uormal life'
We have been extraordinarily fortunate in htrving been able
to carry on rvith so little clislocation of oul' normal life.
One of lhe srnaller Woments l{alls, rvhich is in ir p:rrticulally
tlangerous al'ea of Manchester, just neal-the Ship Oanal, hael

to ciose clorvn, antl so rve took in all their stuclents" We are
therefole morle than full. Rationing ancl other rt'strictions
rnake life extremely difficult on the clomestic sic-le."

A HAPPY HUNTING GROUND.

Beca"use of its intrnense rlrea covelitrg tt rvicle I'ange of
lopographical and ecological conditiorts, Australia offers mauJr

atiraltibns to the ntturalist. Several natural regions,
corresponcling roughly rvith State bound,aries, lie in tropical,
semi-tropical and iemper,ate zones n'herein are to be found
jungle, desert ancl busll country, each with. its own particular
ho*i ancl fauna. To those n'ho have not visited" Australia the
ter.m 'bnsht is tlot it ItitltllV oller sittce it ilppenrs tO ('over


