MENTAL
ILLNESS
INCREASE

EADING Australian
. psychiatrists are pre-
paring & natlon-wide plan

to assist the prevention
and treatment of all forms

of neurosis amd mental
sickness.

They are concerned at the
nereasing amount of “eripplicg
nentai fllness” {n the com-
nunity.
The plan—actually a long-
ange programme—was drawn
ip at the conference of the
\ustralasismn  Aseociation of
*sychiatrists, which econcluded
n Brisbane yesterday,
lhh uihj:’tlln is eul::-
hmen proper yehia-
throwghout  the
Commonwealth. Linked with
this is the establishment of
clinics for maladjusted chil-
dren, siaffed by psychimirisis,
psychologlats, social workers,
and play therapisis,
Delegates to the conference
neluded Dr. Basil Stafford
eensland Director of Men-
al Hyglenei, Drs. J ock,
Virncent Youngman, and
Jregory Murrh}’ i Brisbane) ;
Drz. 8, Bilvester Minogue and
Dliver Latham, and Professor
W. 8. Dawszon (Bydney!; Drs
Maudsley and John Williams
i Melbournes | Dr. Brothers
iTasmania),

Educating Public

President-elect of the psso-
efation (Dr. Bostock) said last
night that one of the main ob=
stacles to be ovVeETCoOME Woa
public apathv towards the
welfare of mental patients, and
this could only be overcome by
prducating the puhlic,

Mental sicknesses could be
cured if treated early and
properly, he said. In the case of
epilepsy. for instance, new
treatment methods had changed
the whaole outlook, and if epi-
leptics co-operated in  treat-
ment they could funclioh &8 &
norméal rson.

Dr. tock sald that al-
though the war had undoubt-
edly been responsible for
miny neurosis rases, the war
had really pinpointed the
number of nervous pl:urll
ithere were in the community.

“We feel that people are los-
ing the pioneer spirlt and are
becoming too prone to lean on
others,” he sald, “The result i
thal many lose their courage.’
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others,” he sajd, “The result
that many lose thelr courage.’

The astocintion will seek
support for its campaign from
State and Commonweslth
Health Departments and from
education and child welfare of.
ficlals. The last report of the
Queensland Health Depart-
ment shows that during tha
year ended June 30, 1947, the
daily average of patients ir
Queensland  mental hospital
was 3671,
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