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clominatecl, aucl iittle oI the lovable l-roy i,ve haci kttorvtr ap-
peared to retuaiu. 'lhrougnout his vistt I heard oi nothing
brlt escapades, oi breaking bounds, of friends he had tnade
lvho appeared as not very creditable characters, of lvays iu
lvhich one cor-rid "do" medical officers. Any suggestioll oi
another point of r.ien' u.as met by "San ferryami'r-1hs phrase
(bearing little resemblauce to its original F-renct )_ lry rvhicli
ilre Army expfessed rvhat it tliought was its philosophy.
Iiinall]. I saicl, "I think it's time yoll \,vent back to Australia,
r\ilr'vard. "

"Yor1 betcher," he agreed, thottgh without understanding
my ir,reaning. So u'e took our leave, and I have heard noth-
in.-g ,nore of itittt ; 111). acqttaiutallce with him appears. itl trrr-

tnihd now as atl episode-olle of tlie lllany that Army life pro-
dticed, and oue tinged ivith saclness. For I think that our
feeling as to his deterioration was only too. correct; people
n ho Jame in contact rvith hini after his leaving our hospital
iracl little goocl to say of hirn, ancl his doings, as boasted about
to Sister W. and in1-self. coulcl only be excused by being
consiclerecl exagg'eratious rvhich must reflect tlnhappily upon
his tnental conclition. Perhaps a long voyage and the salle
treatment a1<1 norrnal conditions of home life might restore his
'balance; it woulcl be len- good to know that they liad dorle so-
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llorv the French rejoice to think that their beautiiui cit;'
r , irrtat-.t | \\/hat a chauge and what gloom and sadness cfeep
,rrt'r'lori n'iren you take train to the devastated area !)- rval
,,1 Soissons and Coucy, passing the famous Chemin des f)atnes"
llrt' utole cottntry seens bleeding. The once lovel1- trees
,,t liltl', sixty, and a hundred years'growth point their black-
r.nr,(l it"ntt to heaven, like tnournful sentinels. The forests
,rr ,, <le cir].lated, and the huge obus holes filled with stagnant
rr;rtt'l-. rvhere myriads oi insects breed, make the pleasant
rr:tllis ot tite old days absolutely impossible. As soon as vott
I'ut \.()rlr heacl olt of doors, gadflies and mosquitoes se.enl to'1,,iriu 

from nowhere, thirsting to diaw blood and cling to
r,rr rvith irrcreclible persistence. You can imagine what the
.,,l,lit,rs mttst have sttffered, and especially the wounded, rvhen
Ir rrrg cxposed to the burning rays of sumlner.

( )un journey frotrt the station to the woodell shanty
rrlrt'r't'we \\iere to sleep rvas made in atl army cart, drawn b1

,r ..trrrlt farnr ltlare and driven by the farmer's wife. These
'r,,itrrres a yivfes," painted blue grey, are allotted to the
lrrr,1rt,t'tics whence all transport has been taken. The entry
rrrrl rlcscent are anything but $raceful for the gentler sex,
r,lrr, ;rrc very apt to catch their petticoats on the protruding
l,r,rlcS. \A/e wouncl along the plains, which were always
i i,\ r'rcrl rvith crops at this tine. The F'rench peasallts iove
tlr,..,r,il, ancl after they return from evacuation thel'take rvith
r,,;r1'rr:rtion the destruction of -'house and hottsehold gods, if
rlrrv t':rn fincl their owll "bout de terrain" to cultivate' Out
,,t I \\, villages of from eight hunclred to two thousand in-
lr rl,rt;rrrts not a single house remains standing. Those pea-
,rrrt., r,,'ho have had the courage to return,have made little

t,,,u.,r.\ frrr themsehnes out of the remains of houses or dug-
,rrt , ()r'liar-e been given the wood and corrugated iron to

l, r,, ;r "iraraqtle" btlilt by the Boche prisoner. There are
,,, rr\ lrrrrrclreds of these working in the Aisne district, and
sl,, r ('('nr to prefer the goocl food and shelter given thern here
II' rrr L r r('trlrn to their cotlntry.

r )rrt' l)oor peasant family think thetnselr'es luck1' to have
i,rrrrrl ;r "t'i[gna" left complete by the soldiers. It consists of
,,r,,ut.r'r'()()ln to eat in. a little roofed-in shed for tubs and

,,,1 rnl stove and rnaterials, a lean-to for the horse, who puts
irr l,,,r,l irrto the large room where sleep the family-papa.
,rr,lr,rr, l l5-clay old infant, and nine children ageing from
i,i 1111,nths to 16 t€a15-rrnid d'amsg"-xll well and jolh' and
.;,.rr.r rlling to give shelter to a famill, n1 five cottsins until

A VISIT TO DEVASTATED FRANCE.

By H. H. Montefiore.
(Fornterl-v Aclniinistratir-e Officer in the Wouren's ;\uxiliar-r-

Army Corps.)

After four years of abseuce, I again set foot in Paris '
'fhe aspect of tlie ga1: capital is somewhat more norural than
in rvar-time. The shops are opened agaill, the toilettes are
elegant. but still the long crepe veil of the lllotlrner pfe-
cl minates.

The gre1,-|tlue uniforn of the French officer and the poiltr
is alwal s delightful to the eye, and it is good to see the tnauy
clecorations pinuetl to the tttnics, for the F-rench are allorved
to wear their rrredals at all times. lrlumbers of American
soidiers are jo1.-riding in huge camions, numbers of Americarr
wolnell parade the streets in dark grey costtlmes and man\-
ancl variecl badges. They relieve the monotony of their uni-
forrr lrl- wearillg lorv-uecl<ecl blouses ancl lace collars aad
cuffs. \:erv offeusive to English ideas of rvhat is correct. Ol
Roclie. no trace ! '[ hel. are 11o\,v restricted to Versailles.
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they are provicled i'vith a home of their owl1' Little sixteen

months naa ne,ret iastecl fresh, lrilk in her srnall lite till she

came to the farni, ancl when she rvas given a cupful hot irorn

thecowhergleervasqtlltetouchrng.St'ecotrldnotdrirrk
f ast enough, ancl helcl dut her ctip,lor mcire ,rvith every ti[y
;;;"; .;.i"rrri"!:. at u result ot ihe n'1r' 1l] 

the chitctreu oi

f ro[r about eignt to ten years olcl cannot reacl or wflte ' 'ftre

llo.t-,. took thi schoots over in lgl4, and ilrev have as vet hacl

no opportunitY to iearn '
TliJ once fintous apple.orchards of fuI,yer'rrbrie lla'e trot

one single apple tree remaining rn'hole; eithe| thel' have beeu

wholrv cut oorvn by ttre.tsoche or, lllore cruel stitl, the-v liave

had a neat rrng cut'rolnd them t' preveut the Sap rlslng ' l'1e

Airr.r. peasanti rvill suffer frour the lc-rss oI trlelf 'apl'res al1cl

ciclerloryeafstocollle.NatttrehasJ:eenkindandllas
throrvn a rlantle of poppies-"rollge co1lll1le le sang'-ss1-11-

[o*.rS, ancl florveriirg-]tutt.t over the havoc wrouglrt l'y
man. 'I-he countrl. G titerally riddled n'it]r. clug*outs, solne

.unni'tgt,,, camoufli'ged, others r'vith lo'g flights of rvoocleu

steps ancl support, 6f sanclbags. L"t us take a look ar o11e.

ii ;;, a nice irort room rvirich e'iclently ser'ecl as an 'ftice,

""J 
i"rrr"s; chairs, alci lockers are still i' place - Lower clorv'

and well protectecl frour attacks clf shells, is a l:edroom rvith

*o.a." ui.l *it" framelvork, making qtlite a comfortabte llecl.

Th. ,1.1"rries oI Nloyemllrie were fitted ottt as barracks for l-J00

*." *ltf. such ingenuity that soldiers from far and wide carrle

lo-.*un ine thern.- 'lhere are roollts for ofTicers 
'ea-t-i1' 

b..ard-

"d 
off, dormitories for the me1, large ref ectories, and kitchens '

l- *ot.f "n 
Maclonna r,vith foldecl l-rzrncls ancl srveet smtle girres

a benediction to all who pass. A tinl' chapel has been trtted

with altar ancl cancllestiiks ancl statues taken froni'the o1<1

church of coucy. lhey have been kept safely till the title
rvhen the gioriotls resurrection is to -ll-egin ' -

Coucy"-1e-Chateau gives the saddest of impressions, iot
here the houses are groupecl together and the scene of desola-

lio" ir complete. The two old gates of Coucy,_thg Porte de

Chauny, anh the Porte de Laon are in ruins - Both bear the

inscripiion, "Gloriously delivered in September, J-918, b,r' the

5pnd ^Co*p"try, .ornmlncled by General Daydrein," after hav-

ing three ii-lt changed hands. The cemetery is upturned.
Tfre German cot1ld not let the dead rest in peace. Here the
garden of a beautiful chateau rellou'ued for its wood carvings
Ind collecti,ons of antiquities, opens its shattered grill to the
visitor, ancl there the Orphanage and the Hospital are roof-
less, and show gaping wounds in ottter r'valls '
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'lhe ruins oi the Cltateau de Coucy are still rnagnificent,
tlrongli it is no longer a rnorlrlnrent oi any style of architec-
Irrre. The whole cor-npares irr no lneali l'nalrner with Pompeii,
;rrrd the State has conceived tire idea of conserving Couc,y as a
rilorious monllment of u'hat France has sufferecl in the rvar. As
nr:lny pilgrirnages have been made to the ltalian ruins, so
,.lrotild the French Pompeii draw to it crowds of sightseers, and
rirhtly, too, {or no one who has not visited the clevastated area
t,n'himself can have any idea of what Belgiunr and France
lr;rve suffered

EXTRACTS FROM CORREIS,PONDENCE.

Frorn Mrs. Bensusan ( tlthel cle Lissa). Orrro Preto Gold
\lirrcs, Minas Geraes, Brazil.-

\Vith regarcl to the hon. secretarl' ().S.U.'s reqnest for
rott:s on work, &c., of old students, it is a verv great pleasure
t,r tlrink that one can remain in touch, with old colieagues
tlrrrs;and it is with readiness that I send lirotl ml,'orvn unim-
lr,rr l;urt particulars. I)uring the first two vears of the rntal'
rrrrt'lr "urar work" was done in this camp. anrl bazaars ancl
l.tcs were organised, so that about S.2000 was sent to various
,lr;rritable organisations in England, and fir'e becls were rnain-
t.rinccl in a hospital. For a rnining camp rvith (at that tirle)
, ,rrll thirtr'-one British wage-earners, this \,vas considereci
, r,'rlitable. Several on our staff urent to the Front, tivo beirrg
I rllcrl ancl several rvounclecl. Some har.e returnecl here to
u ' ,1-'l;

In Januarrr. 1918, I rvent Home rvitt nr1, husbancl anclrrttlt'son. as it rvas probable that orrr trvosons;rt Public
,lr.ol rvould be joining up at any momerrt. Onc had alread_r'

lr.r'r)r1.r€ 2nd lieutenant irr the Ro1'al Naval ,\ir Scrvice (ulti-
'rr;r1e1\, R.A.F.), rvhich he left in Februarv, lgpO, and is now
, rni:l.9ed in Rio in commerce. his nerrres having'been shattered
t''r'the time b]- o serious accident. The seconcl son r,r,as cle-
,,r,,lrilised in June. .1919. a second lierrtenarrt in the Roval
' ,rrssex. (t\treither rvent to the Front. ) FIc also is interesiecl
,rr l',razil, ancl lives in Santas. a flonrishing port of Sao Paulo,
,, n'onderful citv itself . our onl1' clarrghter, who came out
lr( )nr England on a visit, is now going to continue her educa-
rirr11 in Brazil, strrdving in Sao Patilo for the rneclical pre-
lirrrinaries, rvhich are cliffererrtll' arranged here from eiiher
l'rrqlancl or Australia. Wotrld that it could be done uncler
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