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THE }fAGAZINE OF 'I'TIE WOMNN'S COLI,DGE.

I loved her {ron-r the first time I came here as a wander-
ing tourist, in the da-r's rvhen a Women's College was harclly-
thought of, and my affection has llever changed. I know
that when the rvaste of seas divicles rne frciur her I shall ofterr
feel 'hornesick for tlie clear Australian skies ancl the kincll_1'
-A.ustralian ways and the cluick Australian wits-for the scent
of the guru anrl the morning call of the rnagpies, and, above
all, for the College which r sarv built, and the friencls I have
made there.

Sottre n,eeks ago I hearcl a rlrraint strirv of an Australian
Irishman, rvho met the children of a frienrl in the street, ancl,
srt<lclenlv stopping thenr, exclaimerl : "( ioo<l health ancl bene-
tlictiort to the fanrily of Kellr'." I shoulrl lil<c to nse his u'ords
in saying "goocl bye" to yott: (i<lorl hc:tlth ancl benerlictiol to
*]l lny students. hrdeecl. I coulrl lvislr _\'()u rrothing better
tharr a souncl nrincl in a healthy lr,rtl-r,, aircl the bles-sing of
Gocl on all r'our n'orks and rva-1's.

Louisa Macdonald.
\\tonrerr's College,

June. 1f)I9.

THE WOMEN'S COLLEGE IN THE PIONEER DAYS.

Ye,h'r-e got to gtl right bacl< to l)ad,
To Gran'clacl and the pioneerrl
Oo pack,ecl up all their lrags rrr tricks
An' come out 'ere in sixtr'-six,
An' battlecl thr<t' the ycars ;

Our Grarr'clacls; ancl their wornen, too,
That 'acl the grit to f:rce the nerv.

So r,vrites Dennis irr "I)iggcr Srrritlr," seeking to account
for the exploits of the ,'\llzacs. ( )ppositc the lines is a pic-
trrre of Gran'clad felling :r great surrrtrcc, zrnd of Gran'ma
toiling along r,vith trvcl heavy llucl<cts of r,rrater-all honour
to them! It is of NIiss trl:rcrkrrraltl :rs "Cirall'n1a," as zl

pioneer, that I lvish to rvrite. llut inaccuracies must be for-
given. The rltemorlr-picturcs clf twerrty-sc\ren years ago afe
often vivicl enongh. brrt the-y c::ur harrllv har.e the accurac\r
of a pen-and-inli sketch on the spot. ;\n<l tlie students oi
the early days, as at present, \vere tr>o lxrsy living tlieir lives
to keep any adequate record of their rloings, much less of
their impressions. 'J'o theur "Life nrearrt intensely, arrd
tneaut goocl"-1vhy analvse it further ?

I I\[AG,\ZINE OF TH]l \\:O}lEN'S COLI.EGE.

Seeking to recall the past, I looked up an olcl stuclent's
notellook. In it I fincl hardly anv mention of the brrilcling
of the Worren's College, of the Uiriversitl- exanrinations ani!
their results, of the anguish of missing the cor-etecl ,,first-
class,'' t'rf the a'ibitio's anil hopes of girlhoocl, but such
interestirlg recor(1s as :-

1892.-Apri1 23rd, my first Comm,em., \{atric"
llay 25th, uni'ersity Dramatic Socie,tl', " palace of rruth."
July 28th, -r\ndrew's Ba1l, m1. first.

1E93.-August 15th, rnter-collegiate Boatrace. paul's .rv,on.
1894.-trIarch 27th, First Night at l{ew College.

llarch 28th, first night of Professor Scoi=t's lectures on Pohtical Economy.
June 25th, chrisrtmas F)esti'it1' at college-Ghost Stories.
July 23rcl, At Hom,e, Lr.L.L.T.c. go,t intc a vorv for clancingin Great Hall.
August 14th, Our \Vomen's College Dance (this was the

first ) .
september 28th, to [,Irs. Besant's lecture on rlahatmas.
November 24th, to Cricket \Iatch, E'gla'cl r-. N.S.\V.
De:emb,e'r l7th.-Last Night at CollegE.

If the allove recclrcl is relrresentatir-e I anr afraicl it sho.,r,s
hoiv little tlie stuclents realisecl the harcl u,ork. the str:rrg.q:l"r,
tJ." discouragements of the principal in the early au]! 

"ilh. college. Brrt tb the settler'J chilclren pla1,i'g i;, ,rie
forest clearirtg. rejoicing in the sunshine, erncl in tire'irer-., free
open-air life that has co11re to theur, realise the harclships
tl-reir parents are urclergoi'g for their salce, a'cl for the
sake of the generations to conre ?

Those wh, lir,e i' ar: age of \yolrlen s sufrrage. of eclual
eclucational acl'antages for men ancl won1el1, of -the cr\. for
!.gual pa1'for eclual r,vork on the part of the sexer, .ur",'hr,-r,.
little idea of the prejrrdice there rvis against the higirer ecluca-
tio' of \\'omelr, e\/e11 so late as the 1."o. I ggz. It"was usual*lv consiclerecl right that bo1.s shoulcl l;e rvell eclncatecl, tr,it
the -rlrone]/ spent on. girls' education was often pulJ' o.rigrudgingly, as the head 

'ristresses 
of eirls' schoils .oui.i

testify, a'd if an' 
'eed for econo'\- arose, the girls, .air."_tion was the first thi'g to snffer. So l,Iiss N{acio'ara, *iir,

the English traclitions of Ner,vnham ancl ciirton in her'rrri,r.l,
ancl with her first-hand knorvlecrge of uni'ersit1. C"il"g;;
T,ondon, hacl'ot onlv to builcl the \\ro'rer's college. ;;rt Jir;
also had to fincl the stuclents to fiIl it, ancl so begin a newera of ."vomen's eclucation in a r1eu, la'cl. It is true thatwomen had alreacly bee' admittecl to the uni..ersiir*, 

-lt 

"first two B.A.'s obtainecl their clegrees i' .lgg6, anci r,vor"'en_
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THE M;\GAZINE Ol' TIIE \VOI'{EN'S COLITEGE'

1gg3 was the ),ear of the itank srrashes, involving com-

mercial ruin to lnany. Incidentally, those disasters may
have pro\recl the value Of \\,.olnen'S edttcation, since SO manY

womJn felt the strain anrl injtlstice of being compelled to
eafn a living $rhen tlntrainecl ancl tlne(lt1ipped. But ihe
immediate e#ect was that money melted away like snowi.

Variotts nleans were clevisecl to atlgment the Coilege funds;
clrarnatic entertainments were giv-en, alld an exhibition of
loan pictttres was helcl. Truiy, it was
Ancl ii\vas well f'or.ns that the Principal atrd tnembers of the

Council were men ancl \\'olllen of the larger vision, and with'
a prophetic insight into the futttre. Foster Frazer speaks of
thi pievalent Australian phrase, "Tltat's good enotlgh. " It'
is sald that an Australiau bttshuan call clo anything with a

kerosene tin and a piece of rvire, and is quite content to go

on cloing it ! But N{iss Nlacdonalcl was llot one to pttt up,

with rnafeshiits; her stttclents, pioueers irr a great tuovement,
must have the best possible-the surrottncliugs sl1itab1e for
the work they hacl to clo. the beauty that 'makes the w-ings

of the sottl expand." And as soon as the foundations of .the

new builcling ihovu'ecl altove the stlrface of 'the grottncl, the
grouncls themselves \\refe laicl out, and prominent citizens in-
Ierestecl in the catlse Qf u,omen's edttcatiptl rvere invited to a

tree-planting cererl]olty, aucl each p_lantgcl a tree. So that by
the time the new College was ready for the students to take
possession, the1, founcl lhe building no_ longer surrounded bir
lnsightly rultbish ireaps of uptttrned earth or of brokerl
bricks and tnortar, bttt f1: graSSy lawns aucl slopes atlcl flou'er
beds. while the baby-trees \\rere shou'ing signs of vigorolts
grorvth

'fhen catre the triun-rphant opening clav, rvhetr the sttl-
dents were able to prottcllr' clisplay all the conveniences and
beauties oi their lrtqrv lionee. Even their tirere wefe carping
critics. who could not see the necessity for buildin$ a col-
lege to holcl 2? stttdents rvhen there were at present only fir'e
reiiclent stuclents' on the rol1. And one critic even objected
to tlrel,sclretle of furnishing as too luxttrious. "I don't see

rvhy yqu want carpets like tlit i.. bare boards are good
enough for a handful of schoolgirls !"

Fate has widely scattered the elerren stuclents who {or
shorter or longer periods of time iived at the College during
the three pioneer years of its existence. Fottr afe urarrieci
ancl are ftre mothers of falnilies, three are the heacls of
flourishing giris' schools, dbing a gfeat rvork for the com-
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mnnity. two harre been busy rvith social antl rvar rvork in
Englanci. Yet the friendships forrned during the College
liie'together have heicl goocl, as NIiss Nlacclonalcl hopeti they
rvorrlcll Letters keep one in touch with another, atrctr it is

easy and nattiral to pick up the threads of frienclship again,
u,herr one has mttch in comlxon-as the follorving extracts
pfo\re. Tlie utriter of the first letter was the first stuclent
to enter the '\\i.omen's College:-

i rvas most interested in your letter rvith rietailr ahottt the farnily.
. I am s,ti11 being worked to a tl]read as tr. (ner husirand) wair

forced. to keep o,p the mayoralty (of Hereford) for alother ]-eaf . - Of
course the fooil supply nee,ds a lot more thought and care tharr before,
altd my, work is increased enormousll' b1- r'arious._'r'eturlls I haye to
make io the Central Rec.[ Cross. The l'i1ling Factorl- gives

me a 1ot of rn'ork, too, as there are thousands of girls the re, ancl it
mea,ns much u,ork for the Welfare Committee. I hare had
the honour of being "mentioned in despatches for cotrspicuous -.err-ices
to the \Va,r Offic..n . Write another nice long letter soou g'it'h

ali ,u*our news.

'Ihe next rvriter entereci the Coilege cluring our secotrcl

vear at "Strathmore." Her letter is written {rottr ":\rea
bepot, \\'.R., A.F., Col'entL1r, 4f +f 19," aud rtllls:

. It is lor,-,ely tol think that if I sarv you to-rnorro.v I' r-night
pick up the threads is if we -had rnet the day lttjr'o're' I
ir^l,-" ,tot had an uneventful life just' 1ate11', a:1 I have llcen at tlvo
siations within two m,onths. First I ivas sent tr l,incolu, Lrecause

ifref' naa had; ructions there and. it vias a dlfficult piace' to manage.' ,I
lrad a fight the whole time l was there. I mor-ec1 t;he girls
up into a n,-rry hostel, arrangecl it ali, and had 'fl11, ancl theu 

_ 
r,vas

,rio.-"a off again. The job I am in now is a very big one. It is

the Area DJpot for the Nlidlands; that is, all recruits come here,

ar-rcl ail girls are drafted outl from here tc' their diff:rent camps and
units. \te har,e an avefage of 200 girls alrn'ays in, and trorv that we

are sending girls to oversels, it rneaus an immelfse amount of lvork'
. I 

*har',e 
a very excellent company commander, atld she drills

tire girls just as well as a sefgeant-rnajor. ]Ve went olT 1:o church
p*r^I" in a company of a hundred to-da1" all i1 uniform h'ut one. and
t,;oking fine.

It is qrlairlt to think that the rvriter oi that letter arrrl I
together piantecl a tree in the grotlnds of the wo111el1's Co1-

lefe in it-,. vear 1894, and rvith the peclantrr. of )-otlth
ch'iistened it Spes in Arricitia. ,I believe the tree rlied-
possibly the nanre killed it-llut the frienclship eutlttreci.

It was said to me lately of the \\'romen's College: "It is

rather a reutarkable thing that it ltas producetl 1lo excepiion-
allv brilliant stttdent, nor scholar o{ rvori<l-wicle reptrtatiotr'"
Wh1,. shouicl it? We cannot all be Joans of Arc or Florence
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