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UNORTHODOX “CURES” are

Medical PROBLEM

Cannot Be Lightly Dismissed
—says Leading Doctor

READERS INVITED TO TELL

What is the medical value of unorthodox
cures and treatments?

Speaking at the Medical Congress, Adelaide, Dr.
John K. Adey, of Victoria, said that one direction in
which research would be profitable would be an inquiry
into the cures made by unqualified people.

Almost everyone has heard of cases where people, suffer-!

ing illness or complaint, have spent years visiting doctor after
doctor, hospital after hospital, seeking a cure—eventually
turning to some ungualifi
from whese treatment the patient finally claimed a cure,

The Australizn Women's Weekly now invites readers 1o
suhmit their experiences of any such medieal treaiments.
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! medleal  professio YﬂtILh.u hu’émh of medicine and wur-
v ; urtidghes acores of instanoes af
shuts its eyes to the fa E:‘Ellidﬂ'l' " digcoverten being eventu-

that many unqualified praally adopted by the ortbodox of the

profession after n prejiminary com-
pnign of pooh-poohing aud ridicule,

| Htloners do get a certain num-

ber of results,” Dr, Adey said.
"TE In quite useleds for s to dismiss
these with s wave of the hinnd and

sy they are charlatonry nrd quite un-
worthy of a reputable practitioner,”
he added

"1 dn mol we Ehould oopy
thelr mdm some methods of
chiarlplanry have curative valog they
' whould be sobjested Lo proper solen-
| tifle investigation, and helr resulis
fendl ln tlie proper manner”

Dr. Adey's plea In sure of Anding |
popular breking, but It In another |
mutter to appeal to the medienl pro- |
fepdan, That little “closed clrole™ of |
|qualified sutoornts  (rowls on any |
|m:1|r dispavery or trentmehf (st has
not the senl of orthodoxy—in tiher
|I'nrd4r, the honor of belnyg desoribed
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sporsored and employod by quulified
praciitiomers only.

Wol the histery of medioine and sur-

National Library of Australia

Guinine (for molarlsy and pecaci-
wnha (for dysentory) wern both popus
lar remedles long befors an orthodoy
phykician fook ench under the “wing
of respectubilitty,” oured relpning po-
jtentutes, nnd incldentally galoed re-
pufntion and s ¥orfune

| Mot recrnit exnmple of this mediond
{mmishbery ‘was the eson of Bir Herbert
| Barker. Biirker wos st English
“bomesstter,” trained |n methods of
trealing foint troubles that hsve been
(Enditionn) in  Brtsh esuntry -odis-
|1.r!r:l'.k Tor ceniurien

| Whon Barker's wiil] with his bands |

{bepun to goin him g repttation the

[ertirodox doctors did il they eould |

to have him refused she rluht to
practize. 'When n qualified phvsicluon
helpetl  Barker by administering
anmegthetics for Nim, the orthodox
Botunlly sucdeddod in getting him des
replstarod,

Views Changed

Barker began to trent and
cure famols personnlitios, in-
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http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article51587834

practitioner or so-called “quack,”
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should also be sccompanied by he
supporting lestimony of a frinnd or
relalive who is familiar with all the
detudls of Che case,
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