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Mr Hendy Munt (ex-Sergt. of the
A1F.), who saw considerable active
service during the Callipe!li Campaign,
from August 28th to the Evacuation
(December 19, 1915), deliveted an
inoresting lecture, mhtlml “Galli-
poli and the Evsacuation,” bhefora a
fairly large and enthusiasti: audience.
though the imoprt of the lo.ture, and
tha fact of its expounder having 'been
right in the firlng line, chnu.d have
heen sufficient inducement for the as-
sombling of a "erowded houso.”

Prior 1o start of lecture the Penrith
Orchestra rendered the National An-
them, and also played a sparkling
march, which was much enjoved by
the audience.

The lecturer, who ‘s catechist ad
5t. Stephen's Church; was introduced
by Rev M G Hinshy, Rector of St.
Stephen’s, Penrith, who prior 10 the
deliverance of the lecture offered an
ecarnest prayer for the success of the
caus¢ of the Empiie and our Allies in
the great war,

Mr Hunt said he would endeavour
to treat the subject in such a collo-
yuial manner as to make plain to the
audience the narrative of affairs in
reference to the Gallipoli Campaign;
and the incidents vividiy Impressed on
his ‘memory during the unforgetiable
period of his experiences for practi-
cally”seven months, Incidentally the
leciurer yemarked that it had Lleco
said rewrned Australian  soldiers
seemed roticent as (o the relation of
their experlences, and be had to ac-
kmwlm‘npg:. that it was so, in most in-
siances, perhaps, cwing to the deep-
scated impression which experience of
afrave crisis or peril 1eft pn khe gnind,
and which, consequently, did not ob-
tain ready exprmiun in’ the majority
of instances, He Jeft Aastralia on
]Iun:u 16th, 1915, in the 6th Rein-
un:emnnt:, 2nd Battalion, 15t Brig-
ade, A.LF., and reacled Eyypt late
in July, and had several weeks train-
ing there. At the instance of the late
Lieut (Rev) La Touche, Mr Hunt and
another soldier wera recom-
mended to join the School of Instruc-
tion with a view of obtaining Com-
missions, but before they were falr
launched on their studies to this

thair hattnlinne raraivad ardere 0

National Library of Australia

Nepean Times (Penrith, NSW : 1882 - 1962), Saturday 25 November 1916, page 3

launchod on their studmws (0 this ¢nd
their battalions received orders to
embark for Gallipoli, and, briefly,
they landed (& few days n!’tﬁr their
units had gone over) on the war-
scarred Peninsula on 6th August, the
very day the terrific Lone Pine attack
had been Iaunched, and in which the
Australians so gallantly figured., A
great number of comrades, amongst
them the friend who had been recom-
mended to study with him (the lec-
turer) for a lieutenancy, were killed,
and more wounded, in the Lones Pine
operations. The lecturer pointed ocuf
on well lined diagrams on black-
board the togograpby of the Gallipoli
field, showing per scale the average
distance "from one point to another,
and the position and contour of the
surroundings —the perspoctfee elvine o
pood ddea of the posiion of Lo
Pine, Anzac Cove, Gaba Tape, Brich-
ton Beach, Suvla Bay, Noqeh Beach,
and other localities, made famous as
“"hot corpers” during the ardusus
campaign, The leciurer said thar Lhe
positions won Ly the Australians at
the first landing {2s5th April, 1g1s)
were practically unaltored during the
later occupancy of the Peninsula by
our troops; it would bo rvemembered
that on that memorable date the at-
tackers gained a line of hills running,
roughly, parallel o the beach  fas
shown on diagram), and dug thoem-
salves in there, holding their gound
despite the most determined! opposi-
tion of the enemy. ‘The “farthest nut’
points of the firing line had been very
litkke altered, at the time the rein-
forcements in which the lecturer was
numbered arrived on the hattlefieid,
The Torks, well supplicd with  ar-
tillery and heavily reinforced, held]
practically, impregnable  positions,
and the Australiang not having suffi-
ciently formidable artillagry at the out-
sot had a very hard '"row o hoe.”
Mr Hune referred  interestingly
to Lhe [great enemy attack ‘whichi Enver
Fasha had planned " 1o drive the Aus-
tralians Illm the sea™ (towards the end,
of August), but Mmh proved to be
a very expensive and disast’ous un-
dertaking for the Turks, whe  luost
about gooo men in Iii.:luul,‘ el were
obliged 1w ask for an armistice o
bury their dead, which was | fiecly
grauted, of course, Incidungally, the
lecturer spoke of the ncoompanying
discomforts of the battlebe:d, and tha
hardships of (ho soldiers' jifv in ac-
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hardships of the soldiers' (ifv in ac-
tion; mhich, bowever, we'c  Lorae
with fortitude by he  Austradians,
proving they are of the swfi of which
true heroes are made.  Me Humt
graphically deiai'ed the attack of the
Australion troops engazed on the
Lone Pine (Turkish} positions, The
men 'who  took  past, amongst
others, wele the 1st  Brigade
ALF. {N.SW.), and 2nd Drigade
(chiefly Victorians), The first Bri-
gade did heroic work, as did the
2nd, but the splendid achievements of
the first wefo more or less lost sight
of in the records—perhaps, owing ta
the fact that the brigade lost so many
officers, and its achievoments  wele
thus not related at first-hand. The
and Brigade, howeve!'= was worthy of
all thie eulogies bestowed on if; and;
as & matter of fact, the Australian
attack on Lone Pine was a success;
but the Suvla Bay operations (Jdesign-
ed to concert with the atlack! some-
how miscarried, and for iack of sup-
port the Australimus were obliged to
abandon the lines of enomy trenches
they had so gallantly won, at the sac-
rifice of many of their  effectives,
though parts of the ground were held.
During the time he (Mr Hunt) was in
tho Aunstralian Lone Pino  trenches
{fromAugust 28th 10 §plember 1oth)
he obtained a very close and intimare
acquaimance with 1he stam Trequire-
ments of the situatin, By the tlme-
table the men at the observation ts
in the trenches wore aliotted 2 howrs
on and 1 hour off duty (i.e.; sleeping
timo) ; tbeir bupks werg  Muther

Earth, conningly devised sholves [n
“soug' corners, pllegedly (but often
“only” allegedly), out of the way of
the snemy’s fire, On 1eth September;
with other details, the lecturer's unijr
was ordered to Lemnos for a brief
change, having been reljeved hy other
Australian troops, and on return (we
understood) were sent g that appro-
riately named part of the field-
Ehrapnﬂl Gully—so called from  the
havo: caused thersabouts by the con-
stant “'shrap” visitations of the enemy
gunivery, That Shrapmél Gully was
darkly worthy of its title may be
gauged from the fact that of the goo
odd men of differemt units that had
held the "gully” for some seven weeks
fully hall of them were in the casualty
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fully hall of them were in the casualty
list—many killed—at the termination of
the period. The losses of the Aus-
tralian, British and Allies’ forces was
due in great part 1o tha smallness of
the arca and the configuration of
parts of the battlefeld, which permit-
ted concentration of a'tillery fire by
the enemy, who had the advantage of
positions, Many trazic incidents were
rolated by the lecturer; “‘en passant,”
ona of which was the death of [our
me In in the cook’s “'gailey’’ one morn-
Sig, e uelium YT oa seelt wWilidh
burst right in the middle of the cook's.
“dugout” and kided the men, who
were preparing oreakfast for  their
comrades at the timer. The damage
wrought by “Beachy Biti" {a Turkish
hattery so named hy the Aunsiralians)
-was referred to feelingly by the lec-
turer; some 3o men, as he recollected,
having been laid "hors-de.combat” by
“B.B." on Gallipo!i Beach one day.
Tho spiritual ministrations of the de-
voled chaplains at the front were ap-
prociatively mentioned, and the lec-
turer recalled the simple devotional
manner in which a revered chaplain
administered the Sacrament of Holy
Communion to a2 number of men one
morning, using a disused biscult box
as the Communion table, while the
communicants kaneit on the grass to
roceive the sacrament in the manner
of the primitive Christlans of old.
Later, Mr Hunt (as a non-com, offi-
cer) had charge of a pariy of men in
the observation trenches hard by that
oft imperilled part of the field known
as the “Valley of Despair,” remaining
on duty there from Octobar 328th until
the evacuation., Ho described, Inci-
denially, several humorous incidents.
one of which concerned the alleged
dusire i a big Turk to swiTender him-
self as a prisoner of war, One or two
of the men at this time were—owing to
lack of sleep,- etc.—somewhat hervous,
and about the hour the Turk was sup-
posed 1o come over to 'throw himself
on the mercy of the conrt,” one of the
men in the observation trench came
to him (Sergt. Hunt), and (though
aven whispering was against the rules)
said "'[ hear something like scratch-
ing, and someone is throwing dirt
outside; perhaps the John Turk is
out therel"™ Presently some dirt or
pebhles were thtown over again; and
on investgation he dJdiscovered §r was
the man in the next compartment whio
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the man in the next compartment whio
had heen throwing dirt 10 call aften-
pumn Lo e slate of Tiis vieryees HE O
calbv, U oseewng Mro Hunr he pex-
clame b peacamt!y, “How uel og-
gor am I o be out in this awfol Taack
wastt by mysell.” | Lounghter'.

At this stage the orchesten dliversi-
fird the leciure by rendering a0 very
tuneful selection, which was heartily
applauded,

The second part of the lectwre dealt
with the Evacustion—that very not-
able military achievement which cul-
minated in the withdrawal of  the
British and Australian and Indian for-
ces on December 19, 1915, Terd
Kitchener's visit (prior to the carry-
ing out of the eperations) to confor
with the military leaders on tfe spot
was dwalt upon, and the ¢nthusiasm of
the  soldicrs on Tecogpnisine  Lord
Kitchener, who ecordially  acknowled-
red Their saluiations, was briefly re-
called. The clever manocuvres, "the
conspiracy of silence)” punciuatou by
desultory, but secmingly gatnest, fir-
ing from the Briish trenches - by
which the Tutks wers hosdwinked o
tho Tast imoment ; 1he various details of
that remarkable scheme of the most
siiceessful evacuation, or retreat, on
record, were ontlined with a  clearncss
which 1cft an unfading impress of the
graphic evemt on the imacerr of the
andisnce.  Mr Hunt's company was
ong of the last 10 [eave the Peninsula
o that memorable Sanday, and the
climax of the great achijovement will;
no doubt, live amongst hi= most thri-
ling personal recollections.  "Ebn pis=
sant,” the lectueer spoke in the kind-
last terms of Genetar Brdwood, in-
stoncing  that capabyr aml pojiar
ollicer's genmlity, aad his o0 ol
creating an optimistree catlook  amad
depressing cireumstances, and I'e=
counted o personal meeting with the
General.. Mr Hunt also expressed a
warm eulogy of the AALC., whose
valianr, self,sacrificing endeavours, he
said, were bevond preice; and  he
had noted many instances of the
stretcher-bearers Yunning into the very
vortex of death to rescue ‘wounded men
in the depths of baitle, Incidentaily,
hetfread the historjc army orders jssued
for puidance of officers and men
the Evacuation, and tofld one or two
amii=ing storics of the last day on
Gallipoli; and said in conelusion that
thiy suececssful cartvine ant of thi
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the suweeessful carryving out of  the
evacuation was an instunce of Divine
Power and Human Wisdom working
harmoniously to achieve the desived
resitlt, {Cheers!,

The orchestra, au terminabion  of
lecitre, remdered — another ey
accepialle selecton; afier which Rew
M G Hinshy moved a cordial vuole
of thanks to the lecturar, which was
carriod by acclamion,

The National Anthem was thin
sung to orchesyral accompaniment, and
the proceedings termmated at 10,30
pom,

The proceeds wili o wwards swell-
ing St Swphen's Sunday  School
prize fund,
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