
Discovering	  Greta	  –	  Sister	  Greta	  Towner	  -‐	  funeral	  and	  remembering	  	  

Sister	  Greta	  Norman	  Towner,	  a	  First	  World	  War	  nurse	  ends	  her	  life	  in	  the	  USA.	  	  What	  do	  we	  know	  of	  
this	  ANZAC	  Nurse’s	  final	  resting	  place?	  	  

Invoice	  for	  
Greta	  
Towner	  
Maloney’s	  
Cremation	  

	  

	   	  

Invoice	  to	  Harry	  Maloney,	  Sister	  Greta	  Towner’s	  husband.	  

Greta	  T	  –	  Tombstone	  	  

Greta	  Towner	  shares	  a	  tombstone	  at	  the	  San	  
Francisco	  National	  Cemetery,	  with	  her	  second	  
husband,	  Harry	  W	  Maloney.	  	  

Location:	  	  
San	  Francisco,	  San	  Francisco	  County	  
California,	  USA	  

Plot:	  Section	  OS	  Site	  139A	  3	  

Source:	  	  
Find	  a	  Grave,	  Greta	  T	  Maloney,	  
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-‐
bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=3534243&ref=acom	  (viewed	  22	  
August	  2015)	  
	  

(Imported	  from:	  US	  Veteran's	  Affairs	  
Record	  added:	  Mar	  04,	  2000	  	  
Find	  A	  Grave	  Memorial#	  3534243)	  

	  
Greta	  Towner	  Maloney’s	  tombstone	  –	  Source:	  	  	  http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-‐
bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=3534243&ref=acom	  (viewed	  22	  August	  2015)	  



Harry	  W	  Maloney	  headstone	  shared	  with	  
Greta	  Towner	  Maloney	  

Birth:	  	   Aug.	  22,	  1879	  

Death:	  	   Feb.	  22,	  1967	  

Family	  links:	  	  
	  Spouse:	  
	  	  Greta	  T	  Maloney	  (1891	  -‐	  1961)	  

Burial:	  
San	  Francisco	  National	  Cemetery	  	  
San	  Francisco	  
San	  Francisco	  County	  
California,	  USA	  
Plot:	  Section	  OS	  Site	  139A	  3	  

Imported	  from:	  US	  Veteran's	  Affairs	  
Record	  added:	  Mar	  04,	  2000	  	  
Find	  A	  Grave	  Memorial#	  3534244	  

	  

	  

Comment	  

On	  June	  9	  1961,	  Greta	  Towner	  passes	  away,	  one	  day	  after	  her	  birthday.	  	  She	  shares	  a	  headstone	  
with	  her	  second	  husband	  Harry	  Maloney	  who	  dies	  six	  years	  later	  in	  1967.	  	  The	  funeral	  invoice	  makes	  
no	  mention	  of	  the	  cause	  of	  death.	  	  

The	  headstone	  makes	  mention	  of	  Harry’s	  service	  as	  a	  Captain	  in	  the	  US	  Army	  in	  World	  War	  1,	  no	  
mention	  is	  made	  of	  Greta	  Towner’s	  service	  in	  the	  Australian	  Army	  Nursing	  Service	  during	  the	  First	  
World	  War.	  The	  cemetery	  guidelines	  may	  not	  have	  permitted	  this.	  	  

In	  Blackall,	  Greta	  Towner’s	  service	  is	  remembered	  on	  the	  town’s	  Roll	  of	  Honour	  where	  she	  is	  
recorded	  as	  ‘Nurse	  Towner,	  Greta’.	  	  

The	  Lemnos	  Gallipoli	  Memorial	  Statue	  to	  the	  women	  and	  men	  who	  served	  on	  Lemnos	  was	  unveiled	  
in	  the	  Victorian	  City	  of	  Port	  Phillip	  on	  August	  8th	  2015.	  	  Sister	  Greta	  Norman	  Towner	  is	  represented	  in	  
the	  statue	  as	  one	  of	  the	  133	  nurses	  who	  served	  on	  Lemnos	  during	  the	  Gallipoli	  Campaign	  and	  her	  
name	  is	  recorded	  in	  the	  Roll	  of	  Honour	  in	  the	  memorial	  booklet	  produced	  in	  association	  with	  the	  
statue.	  	  

	  

Harry	  W	  Maloney	  (Greta’s	  second	  husband)	  is	  buried	  
in	  the	  San	  Francisco	  National	  Cemetery.	  	  



	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

In	  2015,	  as	  part	  of	  the	  State	  Library	  of	  Queensland	  Q	  ANZAC	  100	  –	  Memories	  for	  a	  New	  Generation,	  
students	  from	  Blackall	  State	  School	  are	  creating	  their	  own	  video	  on	  the	  life	  of	  Sister	  Greta	  Towner	  
and	  their	  association	  with	  her	  today.	  	  	  

Greta	  Towner’s	  uniform	  remains	  in	  remarkably	  good	  condition,	  100	  years	  on	  and	  has	  the	  potential	  
to	  be	  a	  significant	  prompt	  for	  remembrance	  well	  into	  the	  future.	  	  The	  conservation	  of	  such	  objects	  
allow	  connections	  with	  stories	  that	  can	  promote	  understanding.	  	  	  

The	  sharing	  of	  her	  story	  in	  any	  way	  may	  promote	  more	  on	  her	  life	  being	  made	  available	  in	  an	  effort	  
to	  create	  a	  greater	  understanding	  of	  who	  Greta	  Norman	  Towner	  was.	  

Greta’s	  brother,	  Major	  Edgar	  Towner	  VC	  MC	  FRGSA	  is	  well	  remembered	  within	  the	  town	  of	  Blackall	  
through	  the	  statue	  Towner’s	  Call.	  	  Into	  the	  future	  what	  will	  happen	  with	  remembering	  Sister	  Greta	  
Norman	  Towner?	  	  	  

By	  Avril	  Fazel	  	  

The	  Lemnos	  Gallipoli	  Memorial	  Statue	  –	  Port	  Phillip,	  Victoria.	  	  Artist	  
Peter	  Corlett	  OAM	  	  


