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DR. DALYELL.

one of the rnost interesting recellt ev-elts in the Att1,

tralian meclicai rvorlcl has been tf,e returl of Dr' E'lsie Dalyell

i" Sya""1- after an absence of over seven,years. Dr. Dalyell

;r;'; E,nglan<l when war broke otlt, having gomplet-9d ab.ort

fifteen months of the three-years terrll of the Beit F ellowship'

lvhich slre had been the first r-\ustralial \^roman to win, ancl

,ti. i*ntediatelr' offerecl her services to the \\'ar Office; bu!

""ioriit""t.ly, 
i;-t ;h;;" early da,vs, the value to the 'ation 

of

*o*.n't ,.i ri.., was lrot yet' recognised' ancl Dr' Dalye-ll

sharecl with ,n*y others tiie tlisaplxrirrt'reut of rel'sal. It
iuu, this lack of"lrrou,l-ntinde<1u.si .rtt the part o{ the \\t.ar

Offi.e- that leJ to the formation oi so lnar1)' l,r;ivat5 .l11ttt

"o*por..l 
of rneclical \\;ol1lell-ttnits snch as the Scotttslr

Women', Uorpituts 
- 
and thbse of ludy P3S9t ltttl L.ody

\\,imborrrne-a1i of u,hich served i,r'ith the Allies instead of

lvith our owll artnies.
Dr. Dalyell, <iuring the first lnotlths oi the rvar, lle\rer re-

la*eJ her efforts to olitail work, ii 'ot rvith. otlr owll troops'

with those of the 
-liti"r. 

She then entered into negotiations

ouith the Serltian l-egation. i' Lolclon-rlegotiatiols accom'

Oaniecl lty So ma11)r promlses ztncl clisappoilturents that it
il;J;"'i" r^ia at ihe Lister Institute, rvhere she r'vas tiren

ir.rli"g il.;t "Dr. Dalyell went to rserbia every Fricra,v and

retttrned every MondaY."
}Iowever, early in 1915 lrer efforts were rewarcled-slre

."", oppointe,l i"&.ri"logist to the hospital unit formed by

i;;iffiirnbourne to go. out to Serbia i' relief of the Paget

unit there. L"At fVil-fo"rne's unit was essentially a. surgi-

""i-oir", ", 
it--#u, expectecl their rvork rvoulci lle rvith t6e

Serbian wounclecl, but bn arrival they. foun-d the cottntrv over-

whelmecl by a 
-tlrplttts 

epiclernic, *hi.h -the rletnbers oi the
p;;.i u'ii *'"#'encleavouring to coubat. several of them

havilg alreacly fallerr yictims to the flisease. The "snrgical"
unit immediatelfir".utll. a "nreclical" one. antl for six months

il;;h; iuph.rr- u,-r.1.,. most clistressing conclitions, but 'with

such magnifi.c.ri .rit...ss that its melrbers mttst have returned

t.-p"Sii"cl at-the encl of their perio6 of ser','ice rvith the satis-

fying knowle,lie-th;i a cliffictilt piece of rvork had been welt

done. Dr. piiv"ff r-etrrruecl to the Lister Trrstitute rvhile

*uiii"g for anoiher opportuuitl, f": -ser'ice abroad. and she

i-*..tl"telv settlecl clown to the solr-ing o{ one of the manv

;; urra aim."ft problerns which were already confronting
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laboratory workers as a direct outcome of the war. Army
bacteriqlogists were demanding large supplies of srrbstarrces
known as typhoid and dysentery anti-sera, in tl-re procluction of
which rabbits are inoculated with typhoid ancl d1'ser1ter,\, or-
ganisms. It was founcl that the rnortality amorigst tire d,v--
sentery rabbits was extremely high, so nrnch so that. thoug.h
it 

. 
was 

- 
a comparatively simple nratter to suptrll- the army

with the required amount of typhoicl anti-seruni. it was
almost impossible to keep up the supply of dysenter-r- anti-
sernfil. Dr. Dalyell tackled the lrroblern in her characteris-
tically thorough nlanner. ancl witliin a few rveeks er.olveci a
techniqtie r,vherelty the clysentery rabbits were altle to clo juSt
as mttch as their typhoid brothers. ancl the requirecl aliltlrlur
of dysenter,r. anti-serurn was provided.

Just as this goocl piece of rvork was completecl, Dr.
l)alyell was appointed bacteriologist to the Scottish Women's
l{ospital, whiclt was attaclted to the French, ancl. horrsed in
the lovely 12th centnry abbev of Royaurnont. llere lier best
rvork was done in connection with the gas-g'angrelle cases
r,r,'hich were so tragicalll' Prevalent at that periocl'of the rvar,
bnt at times of stress she addecl to her ilrrties as bacteri-
ologist those of anaesthetist, surgeon or 1>hysician. as the
situation demarrded, and was, as ever. zrJrle incl u.illirre to
tuin her hancl to anything.

Early in 1916 the War Office realisecl that u,onrerr clpct6r.s
might be utilised in the loase hospitals, therel>v relier-ins lren
ior service ftrrther forward, and the rneclical itomen ol'Great
Britain were circularised and askecl to voltrrrteer for serr.ice
abroacl Dr. Dalyell was one of the first to answer the call.
:lnd was sent out to Malta. soon to be transferrecl to the
Salonica command. where she was given charge of a labora-
tory in the Balkan heights. Ffere she rernainecl 11til after
the armistice, living and working in arrnv tents; often cloine
lrer own washing, exposecl to such extrenre heat in the surn-
rner that it was only possible to work irr tl-re earlr. rnornings
and late evenings, and to such intense colcl in r,vinier tliat she
only managed to sleep at all bv building for herself n.hat she
ilescribed as a "wigwam" within her'tent. Into this sl-re
rn oulcl cree'D at night. and having pilecl orr all available blan-
l<ets. lvoulcl compose herself to rest. satisfied that the casual
observer might be excttsed for r-nistaking herself arrcl fier becl
Ior the ruound of a wandering bush turkev !

But what r,vonderfullv good work was clone uncler tirese
corrditicns ! Malaria ancl dysenter,v were the tu,o great prob-
lenrs u'hich confrontecl bacterio,logists on"the Tiasterrr Frorrt.
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and those who know her can weil realise the tower of

3trength thut dr. 
"O"!1"fi^ 

g*".4 to her feilow-workers '

Slie possesses, to a quit" ""t"i'ui 
tltgttt' tlte norver oI over-

couring almost 
"-.rJ.#rnountable o'>sTacler, ""i 

it rvottl<l .be

diffrctrlttoimagineanyolle''''.ol"stritecltlranslre{oracttt'e
t"tt i." ttnder stich trying corrclrtrotls '

After the aimi,iitJ her -services were retained for the

Armv of occupation, ancl. earlf in l1)19 slte was sent down to

constantinopl.-io 
-ilr.. .t urg'; oi the laboratory of a large

hospital whictr ,h. ili,tsh 
'aii 

terkerr o\rer fro*r the Ger^rans ;

here she ,"r,r..f- ti"tit ttt" t"'*i'n'Jio" of 'her contract r'vith

the R.A.M'C','*ht" she retttt"tii ttl England' intending to

r"if "t once for Atlstralia '

Butworkalnrostofgrbaterir.rtportancetlrantlratwhiclr
she had lteen callecl .rpoit to clo clirring her fir'e strenuotls

vearsofactiveserviceWaSawelitirrglrer,anclherreturnto
h;;"li" tiua to be Post-P.oned '

For sotne consicierallle' tirrre Dr ' Harriette Chick' a col-

league of Dr ' .Dalyell's. al tlie 
- 
Lister I'nstitute' 1-rad been

working on ar1 inrportant. piece of lesearch which dealt with

the experi,o"',t"i"'i*an.tio,r oirJ-..rr" of cliseases knorv' as

,,deficien.y,, ai'JJu#;;';;lili 
-ir".*u." 

ttrev occtlf irr indi-

viduals in oui.or"" 
""d;;; tir.r. 1]o. been a cleficiencv o{ certattr

food factors 
-Tft" 

anitnal "*r'"'i"t"ntt 
hacl lleen 

' 
conrPllfe

ancl crnvirr.irrg.'u",r ot. 
-Chic[ 

atrcl 5er fellorv-r'r'orkers were

waiting the oplortunit.v to-.o;,nr"iir*ir auirlal r'esttlts in the

human ,,,rr;"Jfl"6;;-i";ry- lt r,vas not possiSle t. produce

these particular clisease. .*p.rir-r",.nt^111'-itt hut'au beirrgs'

but, untort'nately, the .t"r*tiio"; ;l;t;i the people of central

E,urope O,,r;r-,g:-iire-wal' hart irrovidecl t'e'1""' rrraterial for

which Dr. Cf i.r.'*". j".f.it;. ;;J- rvitlt 
. 
the 

-sistnirrg. oi the

ar'ristice .o,r]""a.a;i1; ;i the londitio's of the people in such

centres as vienna, Pragtta, "n.l-warsaw' 
These lleople were-

sufferi'g rroi.,.,"ia;d;i?;.i" c{iseases to a 'rost 
terri5le cle-

gree. arrd arransernents yel.e'liricklv rrracle fof Dr' chick to

proceecl to vl"i,r-. nr. Dalyeil beirrg-invitecl 11,1:.ottpa11\'

l,;;;;"k. .1ror13:e of the clinlcal sicle of tl.re crttestron.

It is difficult to a'1rre.,"ia'tfr" .luli.u.1' ti. ttt" situation

that coniror.t'J^tf-t"."'trvo British wolrell' Thev \'vere pro-

ceecling to an ellerxlr -cotlnt;;^;;i]' a few' trronths after the

signing oi ttt" lt-Ittit-"'il.titlt t.tnpts of being able to-con-

vince the medical professio"' tlt"'"' t'f tl-re sottndness of ttre

views they helcl. It was .rr.r',iiol to the stlccess of their platrs

thattheyshoulclhaveaccesstoSomeofthehospitalsin
vienna. "rr.r 

."r-,o.ir.i_ i," gi.."r-, 
"r.tire 

charge of certain cases in
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these hospitals, ancl to achieve these ends au altnost unlimit-
ed amouttt of courage and tact were required. F'or the first
few montlis events -movecl slowly. They lived through the
hardshipis of a Vienna winter with practically n-o {u.1: -lttd
the r,vitiresses of untold sufferings on the part of the Vien-
rlese popttlation, bttt working quietly and patiently, gaining
the conficlence of the doctors with whom they came in cort-

tact, alll,avs certain of the foundations on which they rye{e
builcling incl of the ultimate good that tnust follow their
efforts.

At the end of nine months they had certain proof of the
success of their undertaking, They were offered the com-

1.Lete control of 200 beds in the finest hospital in' Vienna is
ih"y u,ottlcl remain there for another twelve mo.nths-to am-
plify their already most convincing results. The offer was
ioo'goo.1 to be reiused. so after a short five-rn'eeks'holiday in
Ausiralia. I)r. Dalyell is now on her way back to Vienna,
rvhere she rvill rejoin Dr. Chick and settle down to another
tweh,e ruonths of 

-strenttotts 
work.

It is a matter for regret that only her personat friends
1a'e the opportunity of ippreciating many 5f Dr. Dalyell's
most striking characteristiCs-her humour, h9t vitality, her

S,)*1-f.f fo.o'.frip. her ready sympathl-blt fortunately 
"11

..h"t" i1 the honours she has gained, for she 'is a meurber of
,rur lJnir.ersit,v and a past student of our College '

MURIEL RUTHERFORD MEMORIAL FUND.

Treasuner's report of the Vtrr.i"iEltnelfold Memorial Fund:-
S"b;;i;;il"t 

"ti.,i* 
Sisters and Fellow Students) " f58 Q 0

f5800

"A Pooi on the Darling" (oil painting by Ed' Officer)
Irrscription for same . .
'''t'n" bta.X1ill: NIt. Gilead" (etching by Sydney Ure Smith)
nafance (donated to Louisa Macdonald Commemoration)

$5800

Sydne-'*, 1lth August, 1919.
D. M. PHILP, Hon. Treasurer.
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