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SOLICITOR SUES DOCTORS,
"INSANE" RULING

A Sydney solicitor had made statements about
guns, cartridges and letting people have “bursts,”’
a psychiatrist told the Supreme Court today.

The psychiatrist, Dr. Horace Layton Spearman, with
Dr. William Henry Norman Randall, is being sued by Oliver
Darcy Johnston, 42, solicitor and military pensioner, of
Collaroy, for having certified him as insane.

Johnston asks for heavy| against any person who

damages.

Bot doctors
in Macquarie St. !

The two doclors asked |
Mr. Justice McClemens to |
stay the action against
them on the grounds that
they had acfed in good
faith and with reasonable
care,

Their applications were
supported by aifidavits by
themselves, by police Sgt. |
George Davis, Dr. Gordon |

practise

| acted in good faith and

{ with reasonable care,

The Act, he said, pro-
viried for the apprenen-
sion of anvone thought lo
be insane and wandermg
at larpe

It was alleped Johnstan
was arrested by a con-
stable while wandering at
large, Mr. Woolten added,

Johnston, the court was
informed, was taken to

Bruce Roy Wooster. Supt, | the Reception House, sub-

of Callan Park, and Dr.
Desmond William Arnoit, |
psychiatrist.

Johnston claimed 1|'|:J1.|

sequently  certified and
admitted to Callan Park
where he remained [or

six months.

Spearman and TIrandall
caused him to be forcibly
. seized and taken to a
lunatie asylum, where he
had been detained for a
long time.

He alleged he suffered
great pain of body and
| mind.

He also suffered nerv-
ous and mental shock,
became sick and injured
in his credit and was pre-
vented from carrving on
his professional and busi-
ness affairs,

Barrister J. H. Wootlien
(for the two doctors) said
the Lunacy Act provided
| there could be no action
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“"Foolish in behavior”

An Bﬁidﬂvlt h}' D_I_I' LERL =R RS ] EAAER L R -Iu'l'l-'h'l-ll'_
?gﬁ?éﬁin “?i:':tei LH:; tion House attendant had
plete stranger to him be said that Johnston was
fore he examined him a irrational in behavior,
E:IEI"LERE?E]%'IEII?T‘ House o1 gjjopy, solitary and ab-
Dr. Spearman said tha sorbed in {foolish and
he treated Johnston anc Senseless ideas.
formed the opinion W Johnston, who conduct-
was insane and a8 prope o his own  case, then
person to be delainet v rysg - oxamined Dr.
under care and treatmen! Spearman.

Dr. Spearman said b e Suearman admitt
believed Johnston suffer g4 Drfﬂ.;trl-"rirjtt I;agut:ﬂg
ed from phases of menla i prior to the hearing
or emotional instabilit! yarore Mr. Tarn that he
for 18 to 24 months, Prie p4d been threatened witl

mﬁl:'-'”mhrlr?jllt' Yoad: gor i;-;;rul proceedings by
him that Johnston had . -u;n}:-l-"tn. L Tce A
long previous mental his ounsinh Pid Dr. Arn-
tory, had been a patien 7' tell you I had threat-
in a private psychiatri ©0ed him with a gun?
institution and at the Re
patriation General Hos Mﬂﬂdﬂ‘f chaos
pital, Concord, . oy .
Mr Tarn., SM. hal Dr. Spearman: Yes, but
not in those words. As far
as I can remember, he sald
| ¥ou had made a veiled
(| threat, and as you were
carrying a gun, he feared
the worst.

made an order for John-
ston's conveyvance to Cal-
lan Park on June 12, 1951,

The judge waus told that
Dr. Spearman's certifi-

ate. in D PR When  Johnsten, in
cafg, I port resai -l When, Johosten, 1o
and foolish in behaviar . , .|| obiected to Dr. Arnott's

hides himself away on | being present af the hear-
medical rounds, and has | ing before Mr. Tarn “be-
to be found . cause he might prejudice
“Makes statements | his case’, Dr. Spearman
about guns, cartridges, said he remembered Dr. |
letting people have [ Arnott being  excused |
| ‘bursts'; and a day or twao | from the proceedings. |
later varies or denies his Dr. Spearman said
| own statements. there was a tremendous
‘ “I have observed him | amount of work at the
| acting strangely toward | Reception House on the
i'his sister and, at times, | Monday he had scen
| staring  toward the sky. | Johnston.
winking and with his lips He added. “On Mon-
moving . .. davs it is chaos. There |
| “"He admils he has| ... only two of us, and
| pointed a double-barrel- | 0 waye thre: days ad-
Jd gL‘m Il:i pf;l-pledmd has | missions to attend to."
ireatence em, :
Dr. Spearman’s certifi- |  Johnston: ket you

. A ~ | stated that you gave me a |
GG SHInd a8 Jcoop thorough examination uul
o wr ¥
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| thorough exariination -_ml
the Monday?

lannlishll I
Dr. Spearman: I did nol
| sav thorough I said 1

| gave you an exsaminalion, |
' Did vou know Dr. Ar-

nott and 1 had been 1l
| loggerheads fcr some
time? — [ did not know |
then. 1 know now,

An affidavit by Dr

William Henry Norman
| Randall said he was as-
sistant certifving officer
at the Reception House
since 1048.

Dr. Randall said he had
found Johnston foolish in
his manner and conver-
sation and made a provi-

sional diagnosis of alco- ) i
hohizm. SOLICITOR  Oliver

Later he formed the Dariey Johnvion
opinion Johnston was in- £
sane and a proper person
15 be taken charge of and
| detained under care and
treatment.

" (Continued on Page 4)

Dr. Gordon Bruce Roy
Woaster.

Dr. Horace Laylon
Spearman
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'Man sues doctors

{Continued from Page 3)

. Randall’s EEI'tl:ﬂEatE,];“ﬂi rulltl'l_um_um' wan A i
in part, renlli “He is ?h- qzrglm ¥ dangervus  per-
?:5511" ; "Ili' nw:g,l aﬁi.:_l. Hearing is unfinished,
quently fto pick up
matches and cigarette
butts . . . he is vague,
evasive and suspicious in
his replies and guestions,
and does not give a satis-1
factory account of himself
or his behavior . . .”

Dr. Gordon Bruce Roy
Wooster, Callan Park sup- '
erintendent, said John-
| ston was admitted in
June, 1951, given shock |
treatment with the appro- |
val of his mother in July
and August, showed
 marked improvement and
was discharged in De-
cember the same year.

~ ATfter Johnston's admiza
sion he had certified he
was suffering from manje
depressive psychosi- with
4 paranoid personality,
With four other o lory

he ]"I:EHIII diagnosed 5 Manie
State in a paranoid Pt =
sonality.

Johnston's sisler. .
cording 1o DBr. Wousipr
said he had developed 1he
idea he had healing 1.
and mad cured a man o
dermalitis.

The sister told him |lier
brother wanted 1o cvupe |
various neighbors a5
one young worman  wig
horrifled when he wantiedd
to rub her leg, whivh kol
something wrong witl, i,

Dr. Wooster said Join-
ston's sister also sy
there had been complaints
abouth er brother voinge
with a gun to peaple, wihn
were terrified. das he look-
ed strange and ill

It wag reported to 1am
that Johnston was o po-
tentially dangervo:  per-
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